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Hi all and welcome to the 33rd issue of Pagan World!

It’s hard to believe, but this issue begins our ninth year of publication. Wow, time flies. 
In this issue, we have two articles from Ariel Damon who is a Pagan Activist in South Africa and who is also the new PFI National Coordinator for South Africa. The information in his articles is positively scary. I had no idea how much violence there is in South Africa against those who are accused of witchcraft. Luckily there are people Ariel who are brave enough to come out of the closet and set the record straight. Considering his energy and dedication, I’m glad that he is on our side!
See you next issue!
Bright blessings,

Diana
April 15, 2007
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Ancient Greek Gods' New Believers

By Malcolm Brabant

BBC News, Athens

Followers of the 12 Greek Gods, who, according to mythology, ruled the Ancient World from Mount Olympus, have cast a thunderbolt at their Orthodox opponents. After successfully staging a landmark ceremony at the Temple of Olympian Zeus in Athens, their leader pledged to fight for the right to conduct baptisms, marriages, and funerals according to the rites of the ancient religion.
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"We are a legitimate religion. But the authorities don't let us do this, but we shall claim this right through the European Union," said Doretta Peppa, the high priestess, who led the prayers next to the 15 remaining columns of the temple. 

The move is bound to aggravate the highly conservative Greek Orthodox Church, which strongly disapproves of what it regards as paganism. 

First service 

"They are a handful of miserable resuscitators of a degenerate dead religion who wish to return to the monstrous dark delusions of the past," said Father Efstathios Kollas, the President of Greek Clergymen. 

Hundreds of followers of Zeus, Hera, Poseidon, Artemis, Aphrodite and Hermes stood in a circle, a mile from the Acropolis, in what was the first official religious service allowed in the grounds of an Ancient Greek temple. 

Previous rites have been performed covertly, but the culture ministry was obliged to grant permission for the event after a court last year legitimised the religion, which was eclipsed 1600 years ago by Christianity. 
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"I feel very emotional," said Ms Peppa, a writer. "We have been persecuted for 16-and-a-half centuries but now we are here. This is our human right. And we shall carry on worshipping at our temples. They have now been put to proper use. 

"This is as important to us, as prayers are for Muslims, Christians or Hindus," said Apollonius, a former tavern owner from Melbourne, Australia. He abandoned the Church for the 12 Gods, because 'they make me feel whole, they make me feel part of the universe." 

Ancient ceremony 

Ms Peppa said she turned to the ancient religion because she could not countenance the concept of just one God outside the world. Her co-religionists believe that the Olympian gods exist in the world and control various elements of nature. 
For example, Poseidon is the God of the Sea; Hera, the Goddess of Marriage; and Aphrodite is the Goddess of Love and Romance. The ceremony was an attempt to emulate those carried out in Athens in the 4th Century BC, when the Greeks were preparing for the games at Olympia. Believers dressed as ancient warriors left their spears, swords and shields at the entrance before entering the Temple. This was supposed to represent the truce between warring states that took place during the games. 

And it was a symbolic message sent to the rest of the world calling for peace in 2008 [image: image45.jpg]


when the Olympic Games takes place in Beijing. If we really want to say that we are democratic and we have freedom, then we have to be allowed to practise our religion." 

12 Gods follower "Artemis"  

The international publicity surrounding the Temple of Zeus ceremony may galvanise the all-powerful Orthodox Church to step up its opposition. 

But one of the participants has appealed for tolerance. 

Wearing a crown of daisies and a flowing white gown, a red haired woman who identified herself only as Artemis said: "This is the land which has given birth to freedom and democracy. If we really want to say that we are democratic and we have freedom, then we have to be allowed to practise our religion." 
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A Day at the Paranormal Fair

By Diana Aventina

A few months ago in Bilzen, Belgium, a long-time PFI Belgium member and close friend Circe, asked me if I’d like to accompany her to what is called a Paranormal Fair. These fairs have nothing to do with what most people would consider paranormal (ghosts, etc.) but instead are a forum for the unscrupulous to fill their pockets.  

I paid the entry price of 8 euros and then I toured the entire fair within 5 minutes. The usual items were on sale: crystals, amulets to protect one from evil (but not from high admission prices), incense, books on shape shifting, feng shui, reiki, pendulums and so on. And as usual, the ever present tarot card, rune and aura readers.

As I looked around the fair, I was upset to see that many of the people waiting on line for a tarot reading were wheel chair bound or physically challenged in some other way. They had come to hear words of hope and words of hope they would hear: so long as they paid 35 euros per tarot reading.  

One well-known witch of Belgium—rumoured for ther last 10 years to use her coven’s initiations as a way to have sex with young men and women—was more interested in looking at me than at the tarot cards laid out in front of her. For 35 euros, the least that she could do is pay attention to her work. 

At the aura reading stand, my head nearly spun around like Linda Blair. If I could[image: image46.jpg]


 have, I would have vomited up pea soup for the visual effect. For 25 euros, one could have a photo of one’s aura taken. For 40 euros, one also got an explanation. The ‘photographer’ snapped a Polaroid and along with a few other people, I waited for the result. The result was a photo entirely covered with opaque orange, red and yellow blotches. It looked like a work of modern art, but was it her aura? Not a chance. The photographer then gave the woman her ‘reading’. Reaching for the book Color Decoder (sale price 7 euros at the local bookstore), he flipped through it and proceeded to tell her the meaning of her so-called aura’s colours. No one seemed to notice that this resident expert aura reader needed to use a mass produced book –appropriate for a 12 year old’s reading level- in order to look up the answers.

Together with her daughter, the customer ooed and aahed over the amazing fact that via the orange and red in the photo, the photographer could see that she had a lot of stress in her life and that she should get out more into nature. I rolled my eyes and told her that this applied to everyone and that I could have told her the same thing for free. But did anyone in that aura photo line care? Not in the least. The next in line stepped up and handed over 40 euros.  

I calculated his profit from the one reading at 32 euros- deducting 1 euro for the Polaroid snapshot and 7 euros for the book (which of course he re-used the entire day). Not bad for 5 minutes work!

There was a lecture on reincarnation being given and so I attended. I have to say that the lecturer was very dynamic. He did an excellent job of convincing the attendees that he remembered all of his past lives and how it had helped him to heal his present life both physically and mentally. He conveniently left out the fact that he represented the Church of Scientology, which in Belgium is officially listed as a cult. I was pleasantly surprised when he announced that since he had now dedicated his life to helping others, each of us would be given the book Dianetics when we exited the lecture. [image: image47.jpg]



Each of us did indeed receive a copy as we exited and as long as we paid 20 euros for it, we could keep it. Through amazon.com, the price is 6 euros. He sold books to at least 15 happy customers. Even if the books cost him the full amazon.com price of 6 euros each, his profit from that one lecture was 210 euros. 

And so the people came and went from the Fair: some happy with the knowledge that via a tarot reading, love was in their near future, some armed with the knowledge that they needed to go out into nature or feeling relieved that the 25 euro amulet that they purchased would repel negative energy. 
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One thing was certain; everyone left the Fair with a wallet significantly emptier than when they had entered. 

As for me, I left considering how much money I could earn if I had no scruples. Then again, I prefer to sleep at night. 
CAMELOT CONFERENCE
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Belgium, Saturday September 22, 2007

Mabon ritual, workshops, lectures, market and more!

More information to come as we get closer to the date!

Organized by Maya, the new PFI National Coordinator for Belgium
For more info contact Maya@paganfederation.org

Or write to Maya at:

Camelot Boom

Tuyaertsstraat 61

2850 Boom

Telephone (evenings) : +32 3 844 09 90

[image: image5.png]



7th Annual

 PAGAN FEDERATION INTERNATIONAL, THE NETHERLANDS CONFERENCE

Saturday May 12 2007

	LOCATION: Lunteren. ( the address will be on the ticket )
In the National Park "de Hoge Veluwe " (Right in the geographical centre of Holland.)

Program 
Time
Hall 5
Hall 3
Hall 2 or 4
  

10.30 
Torc & Ivy Bloos: Opening ceremony in the Druid tradition 

  
NB: All workshops last for 45 minutes with a 15 minute break between each one. 
  

11.30 

Geraldine Beskin: 
Aleister Crowley (English) 

Maya: How to write your own rituals 

Alruin: Necronomicon 

  

12.30 
Julia Philips:  
Madeline Montelban (English) 

Remco: How to make your own mead  

Arghuicha: The Celtic Tree Oracle
  

13.30 
Hera: Ritual Circle Dancing Part 1 (explanation & instructions on the dance)
Anke Zack / Caroline Daalder: The way of the Goddess 

Saddie Lamort: The  Kaballah (English) 

  

14.30 
Hera: Ritual Circle Dancing Part 2 (dancing) 

Ina Cüsters: Active workshop 

Julia Philips:  
Madeline Montelban (English- same as 12:30 PM) 

  

15.30 
Alexsandra & Martin: 
4 Elements Ritual
Geraldine Beskin: 
Aleister Crowley (English- same as 11:30 AM) 

Yoeke Nagel: Household Magic
  

16.30 
Luna Verde: 
Bellydance workshop 

Felicia Molenkamp:  Herbal walk in the area of the Conference Hall. 

Abe de Verteller: 
Celtic tales 

  

17.45 
Torc & Ivy Bloos: Closing ritual 
  
  
  

18.30 

Dining room
Indonesian buffet & salad & vegetarian meals 
Sandwiches, french fries, soup and croquettes are available at the bar all day. 
  

Time 
Main Hall 
20.00
22.00 

Live Celtic music with Harmony Glen * www.harmonyglen.com 


Only for guest speakers and members of the PFI:

On Friday evening May 11: Pre-conference party! With free soup and rolls from 18.00 hours till 22.00 hours.
Campings & hotels 
The following campings and hotels are in the area:  

· Camping & hotel De Scheleberg, * * * *, Immenweg 15, 6741 KP Lunteren, tel: (+ 31 318 485 996. Nice camping surrounded by a field of green grass and trees About 7 minutes by car from the Conference hall. 

· Camping De Rimboe, * *, Boslaan 129, 6741 KG Lunteren, tel: + 31 318 482 371. About 5 minutes by care from the Conference hall. Not as nice as De Scheleberg, but also surrounded by woods 

· Hotel Hugo de Vries, Dorpsstraat 13, 6741 AA Lunteren, tel: +31 318 485 255. 5 minutes walking from the conference. 

· Hotel De Wormshoef, * * *, Dorpsstraat 192, 6741 AS Lunteren, tel: + 31 318 484 241. 20-30 minutes walking distance from the Conference hall. 


Price of tickets:                        EUR 12,-- for members of the Pagan Federation
                                                EUR 15,-- for non-members
meal (meat or vegetarian)         EUR 13,--

Tickets and meals have to be paid in advance to the following bank account number 60.60.20.578
Pagan Federation International, The Hague.
IBAN:   NL59 ABNA 0606 0205 78
BIC:      ABNANL2A

Please mention : LUNTEREN !

After you have paid the tickets and meals, please send me an email with your name and address and if you are vegetarian. I will then send you the ticket(s) by post.

Contact for information :

	LadyBara@paganfederation.org 
Telephone:  + 31 6 5471 4010 (between 18.00 – 20.00 PM). 


Paganism in South Africa
by Ariel Damon
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I don’t think it is possible for there to be a definitive telling of the birth of public Paganism in South Africa without retelling hundreds, if not thousands (1) of individual accounts from the Pagans who themselves were instrumental in achieving this. These stories remain to be told. My own piece-meal tale is therefore not in any sense definitive of the momentous ‘awakening’ that took place in South Africa between 1994 and 1996 and which in many respects is still taking place as South African Pagans strive daily to achieve true equality and dignity in a new and free democracy.
My own involvement in the birth of the public Pagan movement in South Africa began in 1995 with the publication of Penton Pagan Magazine. The first issue in December 2005 featured articles on the Horned God and Nature, the Gardnerian revival of Wicca and Goddess spirituality. Subsequent issues explored Paganism and Pagan related spiritualities and paths. I saw through Penton an opportunity to connect self-identified Pagans and an opportunity to break the strangle-hold of Christian apartheid propaganda on the social and religious psyche. It was and still is a platform to educate, inspire and explore ancient and modern Pagan spiritualities and related religious expressions.
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In its second year of publication Penton was approached to publish a questionnaire on a proposal to form the first representative Pagan Federation of South Africa. The Pagan Federation of South Africa (PFSA) was formed in 1996 with the support of many Pagans. Its first Annual National General Conference took place in Cape Town in June 2006. The Federation still exists although it is no longer representative of the diversity of South African Paganism and no longer speaks for all Pagans in South Africa. The PFSA is not an affiliate to Pagan Federation International.
Many other diverse Pagan groups have been formed since 1996 reflecting the independent spirit of diversity so characteristic of the modern Pagan movement in South Africa. The most visible of these groups include:
The Grove was founded in 1996 in Gauteng by Druid Morgainne Emrhys and Ariel Damon. The Grove is an eclectic South African Pagan Mystery School dedicated to the exploration of Pagan gnosis and the practice of neo- Paganism. The order is an initiatory tradition founded on the praxis of ancient and modern Pagan traditions. The Grove is currently administered by High Priestess Shannon McCardle (Tamra).
CORD was founded in Gauteng in 1997 by Mayrek, Rufiki, Era and Spiral. In 2000 CORD began networking nationally with the Pagan community, co- coordinated gatherings with other established Pagan groups and facilitated in the sharing of information and ritual experiences with other groups in Johannesburg and Pretoria. The coven "went public" in 2001 and began publishing the CORD Newsletter. CORD was dissolved in 2003.
The Clan of the ShaddowHorse was founded in Gauteng by Carol Nowlan (Epona Moondancer) in 1998. The Clan is no longer in existence but members went on to form the House and Temple of Ouroborus in Cape Town.
The Clan of Ysgithyrwyn was founded by Ariel Damon in 1998 in the southern Cape.[image: image49.jpg]


 The Hearth of Ysgithyrwyn was formed as a Pagan circle of fellowship and ceremony and is the foundation stone of an eclectic Pagan Coven.
The Lunaguardia Tradition was founded in December 2000 by Aurelius Rex Maximus and Morgause Fontléve in Nelspruit. Lunaguardia is an eclectic coven aimed at personal identification with Divinity and the Solitary path.
The Circle of the African Moon (CAM) was founded in 2001 by Donna Vos, President of the Pagan Federation of South Africa from 1996 to 2001 and author of ‘Dancing under an African Moon ‘ (Struik, 2002). CAM promotes itself as a proactive educational network dedicated to correcting misinformation about Paganism through interaction with the media and engaging in dialogue and interfaith activities.
Celestine Circle was founded in 2001 by Fey Fand in Kwazulu-Natal.
Clan Odha and The House of Ouroborus (THO) was founded in Cape Town by Epona Moondancer and Arias Ndlovu in 2001. In 2002 the Temple Of Epona was registered as the first Pagan Church in South Africa.
In 2002 the Correllian Nativist Church (CNC) was launched in South Africa with a visit from Ed Hubbard, founder of the American Correllian Nativist Tradition.
The Pagan Freedom Day Movement was founded on November 11, 2003 through the cooperative efforts of the Pagan Federation of South Africa, CORD, The Grove, Lunaguardia, The House of Ouroborus and other non-aligned Pagans. The Pagan Freedom Day initiative was launched to facilitate an annual national and regional Pagan celebration of 10 years of Religious Freedom in South Africa on Freedom Day 27 April 2004. In January 2004, this initiative was formerly chartered as the Pagan Freedom Day Movement (PFDM).
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The South African Pagan Rights Alliance (Sapra) was founded by Ariel Damon in 2004 as a Pagan human rights activist alliance. In 2006 Sapra was reformed as a democratically constituted body with an elected executive. The Alliance was constituted to promote the guaranteed liberties and freedoms enshrined for all South African Pagans in the Bill of Rights, Chapter 2 of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa (Act 108 of 1996), and to assist South African Pagans, whose constitutionally guaranteed rights and freedoms have been infringed due to unfair discrimination, to obtain appropriate redress.
The Clan of Kheper Temple was formed by the Rev Raene Adams in Cape Town in[image: image51.jpg]


 2005. The Clan of Kheper is a Temple of the Correllian Tradition dedicated to the study of Correllian Philosophy and Training in the Correllian degree's of Clergy.
Many new South African Pagan newsletters have also appeared to network a growing and diverse national community of Pagans seeking to identify with and to shape the emerging identity of South African Paganism as a minority religion.
In honor of Pagans everywhere who have dedicated their time and energy towards the birth of the public and insular Pagan movement in South Africa, I offer, in perfect love and perfect trust, a libation of blessing to your continued well-being. May all Pagans and Paganism in South Africa thrive and prosper in peace.
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Footnote:
(1) To date – up to and including the 2001 Census - there is no accurate census of the number of Pagans in South Africa. Official government Census’s has not listed Paganism as a census choice. It may be assumed that Pagans, who registered for the 2001 Census, were collectively lumped with ‘others’ under either one of these listed figures: Other beliefs 283815 - No religion 6767165 - Undetermined 610974. No official or definitive South African census on the number of self-defined Pagans (Witches) exists. An acceptable though rough estimate places the number of self-defined Pagans in South Africa as no less than 1270+ and probably no more than 1600+ to date. Published estimated census figure for the number of self-defined Pagans in South Africa as 45000-50000 is in my opinion grossly inaccurate, and may more correctly reflect those who define themselves as New-Age practitioners, not self-defined Pagans. Most, but not all, self-defined Pagans in South Africa also define themselves as Witches.
Indigenous paganisms versus European Paganism
by Ariel Damon

Most, but not all, self-defined Pagans in South Africa (1) also define themselves as Witches (very few of whom use the term ‘Wicca’ with which to further define their personal spiritual path). This self-definition is a cause for some concern amongst Pagans who have been tracking the ongoing instances of acts of violence against men and women accused of being a witch or of using witchcraft to cause harm, instances which have taken place throughout the African continent and which occur with alarming regularity within our own borders. 

On December 23 2006 SABC News reported that police had rescued two people who had fled from Ekangala after having been beaten by angry residents who accused them of being witches. (2) On December 26 an Mpumalanga man shot and killed three people whom he accused of practicing witchcraft. A 12 year old girl was critically injured in the shooting. (3) 

According to the U.S. Department of State's International Religious Freedom Report for 2006: "There were reports of killings allegedly linked to the continued targeting of purported practitioners of witchcraft, particularly in Limpopo Province. In August 2005 an elderly couple in Umlazi (KwaZulu-Natal province) suspected of practicing witchcraft were beaten, stabbed, and burned to death. Six persons were arrested and charged with murder, conspiracy to commit murder, and arson. The trial was ongoing at the end of the period covered by this report. Two men accused of the April 2005 killing of their grandmother in Ritavi, Limpopo, were convicted and sentenced to twenty years' imprisonment in April 2006. In February 2006 a mob of approximately ninety youths set alight thirty-nine houses in four villages in Limpopo, accusing the occupants of being witches. Thirteen suspected ringleaders were charged and were due to appear in court in August. In March 2006 a group of boys burned the house of a sixty-six-year-old woman accused of witchcraft. The investigation was ongoing at the end of the reporting period. There were no reports of killings linked to the practice of Satanism. The government does not keep records on cases of reported witchcraft and satanic killings. These cases are investigated and prosecuted as homicide by law enforcement officials." (4) 

For self-defined Pagans who happen to be ‘real’ Witches and not unfortunate communal scape-goats, the very real potential for isolated but ongoing incidences of communal violence against alleged suspected witches to turn and focus its attention on ‘actual’ Witches is not one we should dismiss as impossible of occurring. Despite numerous inter-governmental investigations into the phenomena of ‘witch-purging’ by individuals and communities within South Africa and in spite of numerous very detailed published reports, no attempt has been made to reconcile the two very different world-views at stake when discussing witchcraft (with a small w to indicate the traditional African and Christian beliefs concerning witchcraft) and Witchcraft (with a capital W to indicate the predominantly European modern Craft movement) in South Africa.

The phenomena is either treated as a model of internal social conflict in which an inevitable scape-goat is chosen to banish the perceived cause of social upheaval, or it is treated as a model of conflict between cultural superstition and scientific / legal skepticism.

Cultural superstition – ‘witches exist and are the cause of harm’? 

The often repeated analyses of the cultural beliefs concerning witches judge all who practice the Craft as not only potentially evil, but guaranteed to bring harm upon individuals and the community in which the witch lives. 

In 'Rituals and Medicine' published in 1989, Hammond-Tooke affirms that although the ancestors are believed to be the cause of some illness and misfortune, the first reaction of most people on falling ill or experiencing trouble is to suspect Witchcraft or sorcery. He defines Witchcraft as "the mystical ability to cause harm to others believed to be possessed by certain individuals" and says, “it is this idea of treason against the kin group itself, an attack on the very basis of the social structure, which makes witch activity such a heinous offence. It is the quintessence of immorality”. (5) 

The Ralushai Commission of Inquiry appointed in 1995 to inquire into witchcraft, violence and ritual murders in the Northern Province found that the overwhelming majority of people interviewed, both rural and urban, including members of the South African Police Services, believe in witchcraft and therefore the existence of witches (baloi). The Commission defined a witch and witchcraft as: "The English word witch is gender specific and confined to women only. The male equivalent is wizard. The Sesotho word moloi (pl. baloi) is derived from the verb loya, which means to bewitch and is attributed to those people who, through sheer malice, either consciously or subconsciously, employ magical means to inflict all manner of evil on their fellow human beings. They destroy property, bring disease or misfortune and cause death, often entirely without provocation to satisfy their inherent craving for evil doing." 

In an article entitled ‘Christian responses to witchcraft and sorcery’ published in 1995 Stephen Hayes writes, “Witchcraft (ubuthakati, boloi) hast been the primary symbol of evil in many African cultures. Between 1994 and 1996 several hundred people were killed in the Northern (now Limpopo) Province of South Africa after being accused of witchcraft. The Christian response to witchcraft and witchcraft accusations has varied at different periods and in different places. Sometimes the church has discouraged witch hunts, while at other times it has enthusiastically participated in them.” (6) 

Legal skepticism – ‘witches don’t exist and neither does witchcraft’? 

According to Pieter A. Carstens, Professor of Criminal and Medical Law, Department of Public Law, Faculty of Law, Extraordinary Professor in the Department of Forensic Medicine, University of Pretoria, “belief in African witchcraft, specifically when in conflict with the Western idea of law, has been construed as a cultural defence”. 

“To be convicted of murder in South Africa, the state has to prove all the elements of the crime beyond reasonable doubt. This implies that for the crime of murder the state has to prove beyond reasonable doubt an unlawful act/or omission by the accused who intentionally caused the death of the deceased. An element of intention (as a form of mens rea) is so called knowledge of unlawfulness. The accused in his/her subjective mind (in South African criminal law the test for intention is purely subjective [in terms of the psychological approach to fault as applied in South African criminal law]) must thus be aware of his or her wrongdoing at the time of the commission of the crime. The argument is often advanced by perpetrators accused of witchcraft murders, that they on account of their belief in witchcraft and the supernatural which formed part of ritual practices for centuries in a community; lacked knowledge of unlawfulness during the commission of the crime. Since South African criminal state courts do not, in principle, accept the defence of belief in witchcraft, the validity of the cultural defence, remains a moot point open to debate.” (7) 

The South African Witchcraft Suppression Act 3 of 1957, as amended by the Witchcraft Suppression Amendment Act 50 of 1970, makes it illegal to “accuse a person of witchcraft or sorcery, or to name a person as a witch or wizard”. The Act also states that any person who “professes a knowledge of witchcraft, or to use the charms, and advises any person how to bewitch, injure or damage any person or thing, or supplies any person with pretended means of witchcraft shall be guilty of an offence and liable to conviction”. 

In 'Witchcraft in Modern Africa as Virtualised Boundary Conditions of the Kinship Order', Wim van Binsbergen writes, "African Witchcraft is a way of speaking of the unspeakable, and as such perhaps understandable to believers, poets, philosophers and anthropologists, but outside the realm of natural science testing." 

Witches, whether European, Aryan or African, guard and navigate the boundaries of that "unspeakable" in-between reality. Perhaps the triple element of Fate best describes the nature of the Witch, whether that Witch be good, bad, or simply ugly. We are fated to be the agents of change. To most uninformed 'outsiders', We are that which 'happens to' a community when things are wrong and someone needs to be blamed as the cause for grief, mischief or misfortune. Witches who are white and African (born on the continent), live in societies, however modern, permeated with an underlying mistrust of anything vaguely connected with the idea of Witchcraft. 

References and Footnotes:

(1) No official or definitive South African census on the number of self-defined Pagans (Witches) exists. A very rough estimate may be deduced in the following way:

There are 15 known established Pagan groups (all of who profess to teach and practice Witchcraft and to a lesser extent, Wicca). 
b. Each of these groups, with the exception of one, has on average no more than 10 + members. The exception has more than 20 + members. [15 multiplied by (10 +) equals (150 +) + (20 +) equals 170+ Pagans belonging to known established Pagan groups].

c. Given the international figures on the rise of Pagan converts in the U.K., the U.S.A. and Australia, one could include an additional estimated figure for those who have recently converted or taken dedication as a result of exposure to film and publications. One may correctly presume that there are more solitaries than Pagans who are members of known existing groups. [Rough estimate of Solitaries who are self-defined Pagans equals (1200+)]  That makes a rough estimate of the number of self-defined Pagans in South Africa as no less than 1270+ and probably no more than 1600+ to date. I’m willing to admit that my figures are conservative and may have to be increased by a small margin. The published estimated census figure for the number of self-defined Pagans in South Africa as 45000-50000 is in my opinion grossly inaccurate, and may more correctly reflect those who define themselves as New-Age practitioners, certainly not Pagans. 

(2) Two witchcraft accused ‘assaulted’ in Mpumalanga - http://www.sabcnews.com 

(3) Mpumalanga 'killer' accused victims of witchcraft - http://www.sabcnews.com 

(4) U.S. Department of State's International Religious Freedom Report 2006

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/irf/2006/71325.htm

(6) 'Rituals and Medicine' published in 1989, Hammond-Tooke 

(7) Christian Responses To Witchcraft And Sorcery by Stephen Hayes http://hayesfam.bravehost.com/WITCH1.HTM 

[image: image10.png]



Pagan Federation International in South Africa

What PFI can do for SA Pagans?

Yes, this is a good question!! Of course only time will tell and sometimes we do need time to see how things root and grow. PFI is still very small - we only have about 450 members worldwide. However it is an active group of people and we are operational in about 20 different countries.

With the addition of PFI South Africa we will even be active on ALL continents of the world. No small achievement in a world when many people are too complacent to think about their neighbours. Paganism is still unheard of in many countries but gradually the Pagan religions of Wicca, Druidry and Asatru are becoming more well-known.

These are of course based in European Paganism but have found fertile ground in America and Australia. And I should add that the Pagan Federation is still generally concerned with this form of Paganism.

One of the reasons that we have not been openly active on the African continent has been our lack of knowledge about what I might loosely call "African Paganism". As Europeans we have no real knowledge of animistic religions and are only slowly beginning to become aware of what these really are. When you realise that Wicca has *only* been around for about 50 years and that the term neo-Paganism stems from the 1950's it is obvious that we have a long way to go to waken up our own Gods!!

In 1971 the Pagan Federation was set up in the UK as an anti-defamation organisation for Pagans. However with the advent of Internet the world became a smaller place and we can network so much more easily than even 10 years ago. In 1999 PFI really started to grow. In 2006 it became an affiliated organisation of the PF and has become an international organisation in its own right.

We can share and learn so much by opening our minds and hearts to different cultures and spirituality. And this is where we think PFI can help to build bridges. Our main aim at the moment is to bring Pagans together, to network and discuss everyday things. Things which affect us a human beings. And to perhaps explain a few things on the way. From our own personal perspectives.

The PFI nations act locally whilst the Stichting PFI (a foundation) works internationally. As a young NGO we hope to become an organisation which can act in an advisory capacity and certainly in cases where Pagans are being discriminated against we will try and support them - wherever they are. The right to practice our own religion, our own beliefs is a right we think is worth fighting for.

I hope we can offer Pagans in South Africa that support too. We can try first by learning to get to know each and welcome everyone who feels the same and feels an affinity with pagan ideals. And we look forward to networking.

Greetings from Morgana

The Netherlands
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Religious (in)tolerance 
Speech for LEMUN 2006 
by Jana, PFI


Ladies and gentlemen,

Today I’m invited to speak to you about religious intolerance, religious tolerance and the role of religion in post-conflict nation building.

My name is Jana, librarian by profession, and today speaking on behalf of the PFI, the Pagan Federation International, as member of a small religious group. Later more about this organisation.

After speaking of the victims of religious intolerance, I want to discuss definitions, explore why religious intolerance exists and how it comes to surface, and then shed some light on religious rights and hint at the religious aspects of nation building. After the speech there will be time for questions, but do not hesitate to ask for explanations when necessary during the talk.

Victims

Who then are the victims of religious intolerance? It may come as a surprise to you, but any religious group may fall victim to religious intolerance, or – even more likely – has been victim during one time of its existence. To mention but a few of the religious conflicts that went on in the past or still exist:
· early Christians were thrown before the lions in Rome
· the crusades took the lives of not only Muslims, but many Jews as well
· Jews and Muslims were expelled from Catholic Spain in 1492
· the Reformation was a fight between Protestants and Catholics
· the persecution of (alleged) Witches during the Renaissance led to the term ‘witch hunt’ – tens of thousands of women and men ended at the stake or were hanged
· even nowadays women in India and children in Africa are accused of being witches and lose their livelihoods, their families and often their lives
· pogroms took place in Middle and Eastern Europe around 1900 – Jews were victim, as they were in World War II, together with Romani and Sinti or ‘gypsies’; homosexuals;  communists; Jehovah’s Witnesses and people from Middle European countries
· Catholics and Protestants fought over Northern Ireland
· on Sri Lanka the Singhalese oppose the Tamils (Hindus versus Buddhists)
· Sikhs and Muslims are in conflict in India, and this country has conflicts with Pakistan
· in Bosnia some people discovered they were Muslims because the Serbs got aggressive
· Hutus and Tutsis clashed in Rwanda – they shared a religion but are different ethnic groups
· the Israel-Palestine conflict is between Jews and Muslims

· indigenous peoples on several continents are threatened by globalisation and enculturation
· so called ‘cults’ or ‘sects’ find opposition from the governments of Russia,    Germany, France and many other states, etcetera etcetera.


Sometimes it’s difficult to see who’s victim and who is the oppressor. Some of these conflicts are civil wars, and not always the difference in religions is the real issue. Economic motives, racial and ethnic causes, and the struggle for power play a dominant role in what are perceived as religious conflicts.
Let us assume, as an experiment of thought, that all the world would be either Christian or Muslim, or not religious at all. Would that put an end to the intolerance? I’m afraid not: Catholics and Protestants would probably not get along very well with the Eastern Orthodox church, or the respective Protestant denominations not with one another. Or in case of an all- Muslim world, the Shiites would oppose the Sunnites, and they would both make life difficult for Alevites and Sufi’s. 
Writers of fiction and science fiction novels, like Aldous Huxley and George Orwell, have shown us glimpses of a world without religion, but their stories do not show us a 
happy vision.


Definitions

What is a religion? Well, try to give a definition yourself. Charles Kimball, the author of When Religion Becomes Evil gives this assignment to students in his Introduction to Religion course, and the students realise it is very difficult. As Kimball says:
”The word religion evokes a wide variety of images, ideas, practices, beliefs and experiences – some positive and some negative. Putting these disparate elements into a coherent frame of reference is no small task. It takes some effort. It forces us to step back and reflect on our presuppositions. Most people, for instance, assume that religion involves human thinking about or engagement with God, gods, or some less personal understanding of ultimate reality. They might well envision individual or communal responses to the transcendent, such as prayer, worship services, rituals, moral codes, and so on. Some people naturally think immediately of the life and teachings of Jesus or the Buddha when they think of religion; others might picture the pope or Billy Graham or Mother Teresa in their mind’s eye. To complicate the picture further, personal experiences factor in as well. An individual may think of her confirmation or his bar mitzvah. If he or she has had some negative personal history with ‘organized’ religion, then that, too, will surely figure prominently into the presuppositions.”

For this speech I use the definition of the Canadian ‘Religious Tolerance’ website: “Any specific system of belief about deity, often involving rituals, a code of ethics, and a philosophy of life.” “Thus”, the organisation adds, “we would include Agnosticism, Atheism, conservative Christianity, Humanism, Islam, Judaism, liberal Christianity, Native American Spirituality, Wicca and other Neopagan traditions as religions.”

Another term defined in the Glossary on this website is ‘Religious tolerance’. This can be defined in two ways: “Among religious conservative, this means that one must accept all religious faiths as equally true. Among others, it means to grant full religious freedom to persons of all religions, including those different from your own faith.” Religious Tolerance.org uses the second definition, and so do I.

Different types
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Baha'i Faith
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Buddhism
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Christianity
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Confucianism
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Hinduism 
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Islam
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Jainism
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Judaism
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Shinto
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Sikhism
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Taoism
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Neo-Paganism



What not everyone realises, is that there are very different types of religion. A main  division is into religions of revelation, where someone at some time has received the Word of God at put it into a book, and religion of experience in which the experiences of the individual adherent are the key of the religion. Mystery religions belong to this category. The large monotheist religions – Judaism, Christianity and Islam - are revealed religions. They have a transcendent image of God: God is outside the individual, is somewhere else, not of this world. That is a different view than when one perceives God as immanent: in the world and even in oneself. And in monotheism only one God can exist, to the exclusion of all other god forms or divinity. Only idols and evil spirits can exist next to the One True God. 

Other views of divinity are polytheism, deism, pantheism, etcetera. Some views on religion are very different indeed from the current Western way of defining divinity. Some religions or philosophies do not acknowledge an anthropomorphic godhead or do not have a fixed concept of divinity. Wiccans for instance, may perceive divinity as pantheistic, polytheistic or in the form of either a Goddess, or a Goddess and a God, or as ‘the force of life’ - an energy rather than a person. These views are all valid within the religion of wicca. 

I’m here today on behalf of the Pagan Federation International, and that organisation represents the Pagan religions of today. These are related to indigenous religions like that of the Aboriginals in Australia or the Maya people in South America. The Pagan Federation is an umbrella organisation with a membership drawn from all strands. All Pagans over the age of 18 are welcome to join, regardless of which Pagan path they follow. They must however subscribe to the three principles which gave the Pagan Federation its common purpose and focus: 1. Love for and Kinship with Nature. Reverence for the life force and its ever-renewing cycles of life and death. 2. A positive morality, in which the individual is responsible for the discovery and development of their true nature in harmony with the outer world and community. This is often expressed as “Do what you will, as long as it harms none”. 3. Recognition of the Divine, which transcends gender, acknowledging both the female and male aspect of Deity.


Why

Halfway through this lecture the question must be answered why religious intolerance exists. There is, of course, an element of competition. Priesthood is not only a vocation, but also a profession. The church that attracts more followers, gets more influence and more money. More influence means more power: more possibilities to reform society to your standards. But a more serious motive for religious intolerance, hatred and violence, is fear. 

Whenever a society is in great turmoil, people look for what caused the problems. Or rather: who caused the problems. In times of plague, starvation, revolution, and other great threats to society - and to the lives of individuals and their families – a scapegoat is sought and often found in the person or group that is different from the rest of this society. Witches, Jews and nowadays Muslims can testify that this happens. How a similar motive can affect countries over a large period of time, can be seen in the Balkan wars of recent centuries. This is how Religious Intolerance.org explains the concept of collective responsibility, with reference to the lemma ‘Guilt’ on Answers.com: 

”Humans seem to have a natural tendency to attribute collective guilt, usually with tragic results. History is filled with examples of a wronged man who tried to avenge himself, not on the person who has wronged him, but on other members of the wrong-doer’s family, or ethnic group, or religion, or nation, or tribe, or army [or gender, or sexual orientation, or age group, etc.]. … Terrorism is commonly rationalized by its practitioners on ideas of collective guilt and responsibility. 

Thus, a perceived injustice by one person is too often seen as justification for retaliation against an entire group of uninvolved individuals who are connected to the injustice only by their religion, skin color, hair covering, language, ethnicity, or some other factor. Sometimes, centuries can pass between the injustice and the terrorist act.’ 

How
How does religious intolerance take place? In history we’ve seen various mechanisms by which the dominant religion tried to oppress or even annihilate its opponents. One is demonising the competing religion, often the previously dominant religion. What once was sacred (like blood in the pre-Jewish religions of the Middle East), becomes ‘taboo’. 

The god form of one religion, becomes the demon of the next. Another mechanism is denying the humanity of ‘the other’. Religious and secular ideologies tend to ascribe evil notably to those who are not considered ‘people like us’. Dr. Gerrie ter Haar gave this title to her inaugural address as external professor of Religion, Human Rights and Social Change at the Institute of Social Studies in The Hague: Rats, Cockroaches and People Like Us (April 2000).

If you place ‘the other’ outside the category of humans, if you call them ‘rats’ or ‘cockroaches’, it’s more easy to treat them like vermin, it becomes almost inevitable or ‘the right thing to do’ to try and wipe them of the earth. It happened in the early 20th century in a war between Bulgary and Greece, in anti-Arab pogroms in Algeria in the 1950s and in the 90s in Rwanda. Now we see it happen between Islamic terrorists and the Western armies, in Abu-Graib for instance and in the messages from Al Qaida. The perpetrators believe that they have the right to murder people in order to achieve religious and political goals. A trap for responding authorities is to not precisely identify the perpetrators, and get stuck in a spiral of violence.

Another mechanism to oppress the non-dominant religions is excluding those from the existing religious rights by claiming they do not fulfil the definition of religion in the law. For instance: “Buddhism does not have a specific deity, so it cannot be a proper religion.” 

Recent scientific research by Gary Jensen found that dualism is a risk factor for homicide. Dualism is when people strongly believe in Good and Evil, in a cosmic struggle between God and the Devil. The United States of America, South Africa, the Philippines and the Dominican Republic fall into this category. In Iceland and elsewhere in Europe most people either believe in God only (not in the devil) or do not consider themselves religious at all; here the homicide rates are far lower (but other types of crime still do exist). Even when economic factors like poverty are taken into account, it is obvious that this belief in Good Guys and Bad Guys leads to far more lethal violence. There are five warning signs for when religion becomes corrupt. Two of those are absolute truth claims and calls for blind obedience.

Universal Declaration

Since long philosophers and nation builders have spoken of human rights. Human rights are the internationally embodied rights. Within states we speak of fundamental rights, usually laid down in the Constitution. Most important of these rights is that they protect the citizens from the (political) government. Off old, the state has proven itself the most threatening factor for the freedom, live and well-being of the individual people. New states therefore frame treaties - contracts as it were - with the civilians, whereby the state guarantees the well-being of its inhabitants. International organisations did the same on a larger scale. Those treaties were also meant for the inhabitants of totalitarian states.

After World War II the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was drafted, at first without mentioning freedom of religion. That freedom was considered to fall under the freedom of thought and freedom of conscience. Eleanor Roosevelt, as chairwoman of the Committee for the Human Rights, insisted on explicitly mentioning religion. Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of 1948 now states:

”Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private, to manifest his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and observance.”

The 1966 International Treaty on Civil Rights and the 1981 Declaration of the United Nations on Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief use very similar phrases, as does the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, also known as the European Convention on Human Rights, dating 1950. These declarations are the basis of religious freedom, at least in the Western world. Many countries have included similar articles in their constitutions. Non-Western countries and regional organisations sometimes draft own versions of the Declaration, like the Bangkok Declaration, with regard to ‘the significance of national and regional particularities and various historical, cultural and religious backgrounds’.

Organisations

Organisations exist that make a stand for religious freedom, each in their own way. The Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions gathers men and women from religious and spiritual traditions all over the world to discuss issues of common concern. Its mission is to cultivate harmony among the world’s religious and spiritual communities and foster their engagement with the world and its other guiding institutions in order to achieve a peaceful, just, and sustainable world. 
In Strasbourg the European Court of Human Rights defends the human rights in Europe.

The American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) takes action to protect the rights guaranteed to all Americans in the USA – in the form of anti-defamation and legal support for people whose religious rights are violated. The aforementioned group Religious Tolerance are the Ontario Consultants on Religious Tolerance, a multi-faith group who try to explain the full diversity of religious belief in North America. The International Association for Religious Freedom (IARF) is a registered charity based in the United Kingdom, which aim is working for freedom of religion and belief at a global level. It has 90 affiliated members in 25 countries. 
Nation building

How may all this be of help in the (re)building of a nation after a conflict? 
This speech may have warned you for some pitfalls. The role of the state is to take care of all its inhabitants, making the country a safe place for all. Whilst acknowledging that religion is important for many people, the state should avoid to take position for a specific religion, at least that is the point of view of the Founding Fathers of the United States. This nation was built in the aftermath of a conflict. Prior to 1789, almost every European country maintained a close relationship between church and state. The uniting states would only accept the newly created Constitution on condition that the rights of the people would explicitly be safeguarded. So James Madison drafted the Bill of Rights, more specifically the First Amendment of ten. He proposed that the government should not tax its citizens to support religious activities, nor promote religious beliefs. All beliefs should be treated equally and fairly. He believed that religion would thrive best when the government did not promote some religious beliefs to the exclusion of others. George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams were of a like mind, and thus Americans still enjoy more religious freedom than people in any other country of the world. In theory, that is, because some people are now trying to use government power to promote their religion in a very unconstitutional way. 

Those people strive for fundamentalism and even theocracy – they want to reorganise society to their taste, and use terms like ‘soldiers’ to identify themselves and talk about ‘struggle’ and having to ‘defend’ their ideas from the people that do not share their opinions. They strongly believe in dualism and are prepared to kill.

Diversity

Rather than stressing the differences, a developing nation should be based on mutual understanding and regard, and be religiously tolerant and promote diversity, not only in terms of religion, but also in terms of ethnicity, age, sexual preference, etcetera. Even too much attention for ‘minor differences’ – which in fact is labelling people as ‘not like us’ – mad lead to problems. 

The principles of the Parliament of the World’s Religions may be the inspiration you[image: image53.jpg]


need:

1. CPWR will seek to promote interreligious harmony, rather than unity 2. CPWR’s work is based on convergence rather than consensus. 3. CPWR works according to a methodology of facilitation rather than through the creation of organizational structures. Some background on these principles: 1. Key to the conceptual framework is the understanding that seeking unity among religions risks the loss of the unique and precious character of each individual religion and spiritual tradition. Interreligious harmony on the other hand, is an attainable and highly desirable goal. Such an approach respects, and is enriched by, the particularities of each tradition.

2. Consensus between religious and spiritual communities on matters of belief, practices and engagement with the world cannot be attained. There are, however, significant areas in which key convictions, commitments, aims and purposes of various groupings of communities converge. 
3. In a facilitation model, individual religions and spiritual communities are not required to join an organization. Instead, facilitation emphasizes relationship and cooperative projects. In this way, each community enjoys the freedom to choose its own partners for encounter and dialogue, the activities it wants to engage, and the issues it wishes to address. 

CPWR is not a nation, but as I said, these principles may be an inspiration when building a nation. What is clear is that an open attitude to religion will hold for some time. The religious situation may change in a country: people may become less religious or more religious or convert to other religions. An open model will provide a place for orthodox Christians as well as the growing group of ‘none of the above’ as any other religion or philosophy.

Why bother to give religion a place in a new nation at all? Well, to many people religion is a great source of inspiration to become better people, and to become actively involved in making the world a nicer place to live. Religion is inspiration!

Thank you for your attention!
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The Way of the Sorcerer: the Thirteen Stones
by Kestrel

Introducing the Stones

My mother was a devout Catholic… and an even better witch. She taught me palmistry, but I could never get it to work for me. In those days I hated being touched: I felt people drinking all my power, a flow which I didn’t as yet know how to reverse. So I would never choose to hold someone else’s hand. Mother and I were poles apart in temperament, but she lives on strongly in my Shadow. Now that I have made peace with my Shadow I understand her a whole lot better.

She also taught me to read tea-leaves – and the cards. The standard English deck of playing cards, I mean: it was hard to get hold of a Tarot deck in the 1950s. “If you’re doing it at a party or a fair,” she told me in a low urgent voice, “hide the Ace of Spades! You can kill people!”

But I never saw her scry with stones. Stones, along with glass, metal and chemicals, responded to my hand rather than hers. Actually I do her an injustice. She excelled at arts and crafts and making clothes, but as I grew up she had so little time to herself I never saw what she was capable of. As a boy I used to love walking on the beach, picking up pebbles that invited me to do so. I had a collection of pet pebbles. I used to make pebble pictures and book-ends. I’d build little grottos and rock-gardens and work out how to light them with torch-bulbs shining through coloured cellophane.

The beaches of Hastings, Sussex, where I grew up, have a gorgeous variety of colourful pebbles, which must have come from a long way away, for strong currents scour the coast. Years later, in a state of complete abandonment, when my life had crashed in ruin, I walked the beaches of North Sjælland as Kierkegaard had done. Another coast scoured by strong currents and thus having a fine variety of colourful stones: mostly granites, I fancy. There is scarcely any granite in Denmark, though there’s plenty in Sweden. When I got home I found I had picked up 26 stones – two almost identical sets of 13. Almost identical, but not quite.

Even without knowing then what to look for, or even what I was doing, I couldn’t have assembled two better sets of scrying stones. In the months that followed, those stones told me things I’d never have guessed for myself. Had I known it, I’d become a sorcerer. It comes from a French word meaning one who casts sorts or lots. The Thirteen Stones in their little bag – the traditional “witches’ wallet” – are the witch-weapon par-excellence. But very little has been written about them, in contrast to the rivers of ink spilled on runestones and the grossly oversold Tarot deck, in all its flavours, or even my mother’s specialities: palmistry and tea-leaves. People either learn the stones by word-of-mouth, or discover a latent aptitude for them – or a bit of both.
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Rings of 13 stones can be found all over Scandinavia. The stones are typically of similar sizes, evenly spaced, set in a smallish circle. In England the rings are bigger (Avebury is huge!) and one stone is always much larger than the rest (you see it especially with Long Meg and Her Daughters). I’m told there is a German word Sternhänger for such constructions – “star-hangers” if you will – which sounds remarkably like “Stonehenge” when you anglicise it. But it shows that collections of 13 stones, large or small, have something to do with the stars. 

So how do the Thirteen Stones relate to the stars? Seven planets and four elements, plus the Two Selves: the Ego and the All. Or if you like, the Ten Spheres or Sephirot: what Athanasius Kircher calls the X divina nomines: the ten god-names, which he arranges in the nowadays well-known pattern of the Ets-Hayyim or Tree of Life. No, you Hebrew scholars – I know sephirah doesn’t mean “sphere”, it means “word”. And I do mean ten spheres: the nine crystal spheres of Ptolemy, plus the sphere of Earth with its four elements. Nine plus four equals thirteen.

From the little that’s been written about them, there is broad agreement about the meanings of the Thirteen Stones (see Table 1). But of course mystics go looking for correspondences, not differences. Yet it is in the differences, whether deep or superficial, that wisdom lurks. My Apollonian temperament loves looking for correspondences (not to say differences) in kabbalistic lore. But more down-to-earth, in a delightfully homespun way, is Doreen Valiente’s bag of stones (she and I don’t call them “crystals”), which she describes in Witchcraft for Tomorrow. She too has seven planets, but her Four Elements become news, luck, love and home, and her Two Selves become the magic stone and the querent, that is, the person with the question.

	Symbol
	No
	Mineral
	Colour
	Sphere
	Sephirah
	Placement

	
[image: image24.png]



	1
	Quartz
	White/clear
	Daylight
	Kether
	Centre
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	2
	Snowflake Obsidian
	Black/ Speckled
	Uranus/ the fixed stars
	Hokhmah
	WNW
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	3
	(Sard)onyx
	Black
	Saturn
	Binah
	NNE
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	4
	Amethyst
	Purple
	Jupiter
	Hesed
	SSW
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	5
	Haematite
	Red
	Mars
	Gevurah
	SE
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	6
	Tiger-eye
	Gold
	Sun
	Tefereth
	SW
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	7
	Malachite
	Green
	Venus
	Netzach
	NW
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	8
	Bloodstone
	Red/green
	Mercury
	Hod
	ESE

	
[image: image32.png]



	9
	Moonstone
	Silver
	Moon
	Yesod
	NE
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	10
	Jasper
	Brown
	Earth
	Malkuth
	N
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	11
	Lapis Lazuli
	Blue
	Air
	"
	E
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	12
	Carnelian
	Flame
	Fire
	"
	S
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	13
	Rose-quartz
	Blue/green
	Water
	"
	W


TABLE 1: The Cosmic Correspondences of the Thirteen Stones.

(The type of mineral to choose and the compass direction are purely illustrative.)
Sometimes when stones fall together they express another meaning. Venus plus Water proclaims the Maiden Goddess, Earth plus Saturn the Great Mother, or maybe the Crone. The Sun and Moon coming together make me look for a date for something to happen. Then I remember the extremely ancient planetary correspondences of the days of the week, best seen in the French or Spanish names (but they’re there in the Nordic names too, if you use your imagination). Tuesday for Mars/Tiw (war god), Wednesday for Mercury/Woden (smart god), Thursday for Jove/Thor (storm god), Friday for Venus/Freya (love goddess), and so on.
Finding your stones

First: pick them all much the same size. It’s hard to say why, but if you don’t you’ll soon discover. The best sets of stones the author ever had were picked up from the beach in a receptive frame of mind. An elemental one: windswept, sun-drenched, water-soaked, and sand between my toes. 
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Now I shouldn’t have to say this among earth-friends, but if you were in the house of a generous uncle you wouldn’t just walk around helping yourself to whatever you fancied, would you now? You’d ask politely, or wait to be offered. It’s like that on the beach. Seeing all those lovely stones, I was greedy and took away a bucketful, with some vague idea of giving them away to friends in England. On a later trip back to Denmark I made a special visit to the very same beach and put back all the stones I didn’t need, more or less where I could recall finding them. Only another witch, perhaps, will understand my doing that.

You can buy nicely-polished stones. There’s something slightly self-indulgent about that, a bit like buying a jewelled crucifix or a golden begging bowl. But hey! – aren’t you worth it? – haha! 

I love my sets of polished stones. I can sit and play with them for hours. It’s like having two kinds of friend: those good for a wild night-out, and those who tell you things you ought to know (but perhaps would rather not). If you buy a ready-made-up bag of stones, like you’d buy a deck of cards, you lose all the fun of choosing them yourself, weighing them, binding to them, picking a team. Yes, the lapidary will get sick of the sight of you haunting his shelves. “Don’t you know what you want?” “Well, no, not yet – but I will.”

But after giving you all that fun shopping for them, your set of stones might have done you all the good they’re going to. Never mind – it’s only money. The time you spend is never wasted. You can give the set away as a love-gift. With the time you’ve spent on it, not to say concentration, there’s a lot of yourself in that little bag.

I once spent a glorious afternoon in the shop of the National Glass Centre in Sunderland, choosing glass marbles to make a scrying set. Magical stuff, glass! Frozen fire, solid water, transparent as air, yet utterly earthy: the earth after all is mostly silicates. But marbles, I discovered, were not a good choice of scrying instrument for two reasons: (1) they roll, (2) by candlelight they’re hard to tell them apart. 

Which brings me to the most important consideration of all. It’s hard to say what makes a good set of scrying stones. But one thing undoubtedly makes for a bad set: the possibility, however remote, that you can confuse one stone – or its associations – with another. Not choosing the stones yourself, or choosing them in a sloppy frame of mind, makes this more likely.

There are two conflicting theories about stones:

(1) They are nothing but tokens. They derive their significance from the meanings and interrelationships you project onto them.

(2) Stones have identity, substance, form, vibration, an inner life and being – and it is essential to connect with these.

In my younger days, when faced with a choice of answers, I’d never give up until I’d decided to my satisfaction which was the “right” one. Nowadays I don’t care. I collect answers to big questions and I’m always ready for a new one. What matters is that both answers point to the same conclusion: that it’s a bad thing to risk confusing different stones, which can come about if you choose them in a sloppy manner.

This makes it hard to say which kind of stone you should choose to represent a given planet. It depends on the others you have chosen. And don’t let anyone tell you what kind of stone you ought to have. In one of my sets I have two pieces of jasper. One is the Earth, the other the Sun. They are so different that there is no way I can confuse one with another. On the other hand it is said that all green stones are sacred to Venus, something I heartily agree with. Yet my Moon is a piece of moss agate – it has green veins like Stilton cheese. It looks and feels far more “moony” than the moonstone I could have had. The answer is, of course, to study all the correspondences you can discover to help you make up your mind – and then go and pick stones that feel right individually and belong together as a set.

Strong cross-connections between stones, to the point of confusion, can be revealing of yourself. I always find it difficult to choose a good stone for Mars. That’s if I’m choosing beach pebbles, and not polished gems, of which there’s always haematite available (Eisen und Blut!), which irresistibly says Mars to me. Once I have chosen stones for Sun and Fire, there are never any stones left to choose from which won’t have me saying tomorrow: why did I choose that stone for Mars? – it makes a better Sun, or Fire. I can meditate for hours on what that has to say about me and my manliness.

Meditation

I love playing with my stones. I arrange them in patterns. I place them in groups. I pair them as opposites. I record what I’m doing – it’s always instructive. Some stones are obvious to pair, but you can be left with a few over which are difficult to decide. What does that tell you about your mind, your soul? As a beginner, try to arrange them from memory in a circle, or according to the Tree of Life. There are many alternative arrangements. Getting from one to the other is a sort of path working in itself.

Place the Four Elements, 10-13, in a cross-shape, facing their proper quarters, and put stone 1 (The All, Spirit, Fate, Luck) in the centre as the Fifth Element to bind them and make them co-operate creatively instead of fighting. Now place the eight remaining stones – the planets (including Uranus, traditionally the sphere of fixed stars) “where they belong”. Write down the order you did it in, and any puzzles it posed you.

Here’s how I often end up (but not always). Don’t take me as saying these are the “right” orientations. What’s “right” is what feels right for you, at the time you’re doing it. I begin by pairing-up the eight in opposites: Sun/Moon, Mars/Venus, Jupiter/Saturn, all very obvious so far… them Mercury/Uranus. That’s not such an obvious pairing. Think of the Mountebank and the Magician, the Conjuror and the Wizard, the Fool and the Sage, the innermost planet and the outermost sphere of stars. 

Now place the pairs between the four elements diagonally across from each other. The Moon and Saturn (the ancient god of agriculture) might go either side of Earth in the North, the Moon on the “moist” side (Water), which puts the Sun and Jupiter either side of Fire in the South. Venus then fits naturally between Water and the Moon (I think of this as the Goddess quadrant) and Uranus finds a congenial space between Saturn and Air.

Now take a peep at your Moonwise Calendar and see what the planets are up to. Often a few surprises there.

Scrying

It goes without saying that the stones should be dedicated (blessed/consecrated) before first use. Do it as you would for any magical weapon.
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Before each use, empower the stones. Doreen gives a procedure for this which I find satisfying. Bind a miniature circle with a “garter” (I use a length of yarn spun for me out of fleece by a witch friend using a traditional distaff). As you do so, recite this charge::

Witch’s garter, bind the spell;

Thirteen stones the truth forth tell.

Earth and water, wind and flame;

Magic, in the Old Ones’ name.

Be sure to pose your question firmly and precisely. If you’re not quite sure what the question was, mightn’t you mistake the answer? An obvious point, but one often overlooked.
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Mix the stones in the bag, saying ada ada io ada dia…(io being pronounced “ee-you”) and draw one out. Or you can pour them all out onto black velvet and see how they fall, if you are confident you can read the many relationships. Perform up to three castings. Then cleanse the stones. If you have chosen clear quartz for your number 1 stone, then touching it against each of the others is a nice simple way of cleansing the set.

How should you read the stones? Look for the Two Selves, 1 and 2, and draw an imaginary line linking them. Stone 2, corresponding broadly to the Magician in the Tarot pack, can stand for the querent, and stone 1 the purest conceivable goal. The Will of Allah, perhaps, or divine providence? Or karma, or sheer luck? How do the other stones resist, threaten, hide, guard, guide or dominate the route to this goal? 

Other stones may serve as goals in place of 1, like Venus or Mars (your lover to-be), the Sun (the good life), Jupiter (wealth), or one of the 4 elements. But it’s no longer white magic, which is always focussed on the Great Work (symbolised by stone 1): it’s magic coloured by some inferior goal.

Map the casting in your magical diary, using the common alchemical symbols for the planets and elements. Don’t forget to write down the question it answers. Look it up again in a month or two. Did you read the stones correctly? Did you miss something obvious? Did they tell you lies? Did you tell yourself lies?

My stones have never lied to me, no matter how surprising or improbable the message (it frequently is). But I’ve often had the feeling that the question I wrote down was not quite the question I recall asking – or wanted to ask. The message of the stones is only as reliable as the sorcerer: it doesn’t take a genius to come to that conclusion.

Theurgy

Suppose the stones fall in a way you don’t like? Can you move one or two of them, to make the pattern a little better? Yes you can... if you dare! This is theurgy – the most powerful and dangerous form of magical intervention I know. Doing brain-surgery on yourself is nowhere near as hazardous. (Careful not to sneeze!)

After one or two blunders I’m chary of doing it. Perhaps Hercules is better-off leaving it to Atlas to shoulder the world. But trying to decide how best to move one stone, or maybe two, is a topic for deep contemplation.

If you simply must do theurgy, you should record exactly what you’ve done for later review. If the Witches’ Rede means anything to you, it should mean this: don’t do anything with consequences you haven’t willed. Otherwise you’re like a person who sends off a mail order and forgets she’s done so. What a nice surprise when it arrives on the doorstep – but what a nasty one when you get invoiced for the amount to pay.

Keep records. Too much like hard work? Nobody said the Way of the Sorcerer was an easy one.

DRUIDCON

Strathclyde University Glasgow, Saturday 8th September 2007
DruidCon 2007 will be the fifth DruidCon, as always run by Caer Clud, the Glasgow Druid grove, primarily for those following or interested in a Druidic path. The profits from each conference go to charity and each year Caer Clud decides on which charity will be supported by the next DruidCon. This year any profits shall be donated to the Scottish Wildlife Trust.

This is an opportunity to spend a day with others interested in Druidry, to have fun, make new friends, listen to some great speakers, attend workshops and treat yourself to something lovely from the stalls. You can do all of this, and help to raise funds for charity at the same time. Why not join us on the day?
Every year, we aim to bring a range of impressive speakers from a variety of Druidic traditions. This year is no exception. 

Coming to DruidCon 2007 are:

· Stefan Allen, head of the Albion Conclave and founder of the Mistletoe Foundation, on “The Gnostic Druid.” 

· Philip Carr-Gomm on the DruidCraft Tarot and the new Druid Plant Oracle. 

· Syd Merle, National coordinator of PFI France & founder of the ODET (l’Ordre Druidique des Enfants de la Terre — the Druidic Order of the Children of the Earth) on “Druidism in Gaul.” 

· Little Raven on “The Brythonic Tradition: What is it, and its relevance above the wall.” 

· Geo Trevarthen on “Slave to Love: Druids and Devotion.” 

· Fionn Tulach (formerly Fiona Davidson) on “Fonn: an introduction to ancient Gaelic chants.”

· The closing ritual will be conducted by Fianna Clutha, and entertainment in the evening shall be provided by Stefan Allen (storyteller, harper and musician).
For more info see: www.druidcon.vscotland.org.uk 

Constantine the Great?
It depends on who is writing…

By Diana Aventina
Ah, if only I could go back in time and change the past. For one thing, I would go back to the year 280 and try to convince Helena, the mother of the Emperor Constantine the Great to get an abortion. Ok, I guess that was a pretty nasty thing to say. Sowwwry… But come to think of it, I can say what I want since time travel hasn’t been invented yet. 
Why would I like to erase the existence of Constantine the Great? Because he is the guy responsible for converting the Roman Empire over to christianity and for the rest of history, things only went downhill for us Pagans.

Who was this guy anyway? Well, Constantine is best known for being the first christian Roman Emperor, even though he only officially converted on his deathbed. With THE most important person on their side, his emperorship was a turning point for the christian church. Why would a nice Pagan emperor convert to christianity anyway? Wasn’t Venus, Jupiter, Minerva and Mars good enough for him? Well, no they weren’t. You see according to Roman paganism, if a God or Goddess isn’t doing enough for you, well you just switch Gods. Simple as that. You find another one which helps you out a bit more. So there was Constantine fighting to become emperor, because at that time, Roman politics was a bit complicated and well murder and war was the best way to get a promotion.  
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The date: October 27, 312 and Constantine was in a bad situation. He was up against Maxentius, whose army outnumbered Constantine’s two to one. So what happened? He has a vision which the entire army witnesses. Or he falls asleep and has a dream. But no matter… that vision changed the fate of pagans forever.  Constantine sees a flaming cross in the sky and a voice from heaven declared to him “In hoc signo vinces” (In this sign you will win). 
That very same night Christ appeared to the emperor in a dream (this makes two divine dreams in one day!) and told Constantine to make a replica[image: image59.jpg]


 of the sign he had seen in the sky, which would defend him and his army in battle. Supposedly all of Constantine’s army went into battle with the sign painted on their shields (see image right).
My theory is that those pseudo-divine dreams were caused by eating bad fish or something, but that’s another story…. Another theory is that Constantine was an opportunist, and didn’t have any dreams of visions at all and just profited from christianity. I mean the religion preached non-violence and obedience to the person in power. Not a bad religion to have your empire espouse when you are that one person in power. Anyway, that’s a discussion for another day.
Back to the Battle: Bad news for us pagans: Constantine went on to defeat the much larger army of Maxentius at the Battle at the Milvian Bridge. It seems that Maxentius had partially destroyed the Milvian Bridge in order to hinder Constantine’s army, so he made a wooden bridge alongside it. This makeshift bridge collapsed as Maxentius was moving his army back to Rome to make a stand behind its walls.  Maxentius, together with thousands of his soldiers, drowned. 
Of course, Constantine credited his victory to the christian god. Ouch!
From then on, Constantine was busy making things easier for christians. Amongst others, he announced the toleration of christianity in the Edict of Milan, which removed penalties for professing christianity. According to christian [image: image60.jpg]LA/
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history (but I always am skeptical when the victors write history) many christians had been thrown to the lions or otherwise martyred for their faith. But one thing was certain: in the early days of the church, christians were considered cannibals because they bragged about eating the body and drinking blood of Christ. Even now I find it bizarre: Mention that blood is part of any ritual and a christian’s head will spin and the word ‘satanic’ will be on his/her lips. The church is smart enough to now refer to it as ‘receiving communion’ or the ‘eucharist’, but according to Christian  doctrine “Transubstantiation, is the transition of the entire substance of the bread and wine into the Body and Blood of Christ”. Yuck! And they say that we Pagans do strange things during rituals??? 

Anyway, back to Constantine’s dirty deeds.

Back in the good old days, christians used to kill eachother off because they couldn’t agree on little things like “Was Jesus a God or just a nice guy?’ or “What’s this about a Father, a Son and a Holy Ghost? Do we have 3 gods or just one Big One? Or one God who splits himself in 3 now and then?” And “did god create Jesus or were they both always around?” Or ‘hey, which of these testaments do we keep and which ones should we burn every copy of?” These may seem trivial questions now, but back then, the christians got worked up about it. In fact they were worked up about it for nearly 300 years until Constantine helped them settle things at the the Council of Nicaea. It was there that the Nicene creed was written, which is very very close to the one still used today in churches. Do you know which one I mean? “We believe in one god, the father almighty, maker of heaven and earth’ etc.?
Besides helping the different christian factions agree, Constantine supported the church financially, built a lot of churches and basilicas, granted privileges to clergy (an especially good one is that they were exempt from paying certain taxes, something that continues to this day), promoted Christians to high ranking offices, and returned the property of christians that had been previously confiscated by Emperor Diocletian. 

And well if I were Constantine, I’d also do nice things for the church. According to the 6th of 10 commandments given by the judeo-christian god to Moses, ‘Thou shalt not kill”. Constantine had quite a few people put to death. (Does that count as killing? I wonder…) Those of note that Constantine had put to death are his eldest son Crispus, and his own wife Fausta who was also the mother of his other 3 sons. Surely that is un-christian? Couldn’t he just work things out with his family? Did he have to kill them? Then again in ancient times god regularly broke his own commandment of ‘Thou shalt not kill” . Anyone remember the flood which wiped out all life on earth except for Noah and his ark full of sets of animals? 

Since Constantine was a christian, his laws as emperor had to reflect that. So a condemned man could still be put to death in the arena, but he could not be branded on his face because god made man in his image. A slave master's rights were limited, but a slave could still be beaten to death. And crucifixion was abolished because Jesus had been crucified, but it was replaced with hanging. 
The real nastiness against Pagans began later on during the reigns of other emperors, but Constantine got the ball rolling and caused this obscure Eastern religion now called christianity to get a grip on power in the ancient world- a grip that they never let go of. And the rest is history. 

Constantine the Great? Not to me!
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Next issue: Julianus the Apostate: The last Pagan Emperor and the guy that tried to set things right!!
______________________________________________
Een dag in het leven van een heks…

Merlin Sythove
Ga er maar even voor zitten hoor, dit is geen twee-minuten verhaaltje. Integendeel, dit is een van die dagen die eruit springt. Zoals een klein jongetje mij vandaag vroeg: “Wat doet een heks nou de hele dag?” Wel, dat zal ik je zo verhalen. En het begon natuurlijk al twee maanden terug, of vorige week, het is maar net hoe je het bekijkt, met een uitnodiging, of met een kapotte wasmachine…

Laat ik beginnen met de kapotte wasmachine. Zoiets komt uiteraard altijd ongelegen. Je hoopt tegen beter weten in dat het een kleinigheid is en belt dus een monteur. Die verschijnt vlot, heeft een vlotte babbel, en heeft vlot in de gaten wat er fout is. Waterschade aan de electronica, tja, hoe verzin je het dat er in een wasmachine water zou kunnen zitten en je dus de electronica goed zou moeten afschermen. En hij schrijft even zo vlot een rekening van 150,00 euro uit. Daarvoor weet ik nu dus dat de wasmachine nauwelijks de moeite van het repareren waard is. Of het góéde raad is, mwah, dúúr was het in elk geval zeker.

Nou ja, dat is dan pech. Deze wasmachine ging 6 jaar mee, de vorige 16, de[image: image62.jpg]


 trommeldroger al 23 jaar, dus we mogen niet klagen. Via internet bestellen we een nieuwe, en ondertussen kan ik aan de slag met het loskoppelen van de huidige wasmachine, en met het schoonmaken van een paar jaar stof op plekken waarvan je geen flauw idee had dat die bestonden. Je wilt niet wéten wat je allemaal tegenkomt als je je wasmachine verplaatst. Om over het geld in het filter maar te zwijgen, alle verloren winkelwagenmuntjes vond ik ineens terug! Helaas bleek ook bij het loskoppelen dat de kraan van de wateraansluiting lekte. Behoorlijk lekte, wel twee volle emmers per dag…

Twee maanden geleden waren we in het Limburgs Museum, voor een dagje uit met de Pagan Federation International. We bezochten de tentoonstelling over de Kelten. Het Limburgs Museum is bijzonder kind-vriendelijk, de tentoonstelling was leuk en geanimeerd opgezet, met aardige computerspelletjes erbij, een prachtige collectie voorwerpen, een film, en nog veel meer. Een behoorlijke groep heksen en ander pagan gespuis verzamelde zich en bezocht de tentoonstelling, en genoot tussendoor van de warme zomerzon op het buitenterras, en van de uitstekende keuken van het museumrestaurant.

Sef Derkx die vanuit het museum het geheel verzorgde en ons bezoek begeleidde, nodigde ons tijdens het inleidende gesprek ook direct uit om mee te komen doen met de tentoonstelling over heksen, die in de lente georganiseerd zou worden. En natuurlijk wilden we daarbij van de partij zijn! Deze tentoonstelling zou in de herfst al gepresenteerd worden aan de pers, en aan het publiek. Op Hallowe’en, jawel. En of wij als heksen het leuk vonden om aan die perspresentatie mee te werken, en wat vragen van “het publiek”, de schoolkinderen, te beantwoorden, gedurende een heksenlunch…

De rest van die dag verliep in uitstekende sfeer, na sluitingstijd van het museum verpoosden we nog enige tijd op het terras van een kroeg in het hart van Venlo, om nader kennis te maken met iedereen en weer eens lekker bij te kletsen. 

Een paar weken terug ontving ik dan de uitnodiging en verdere details over de tentoonstelling over hekserij. En zo kwam het dus dat ik vanmorgen mijn nette pak [image: image63.jpg]


klaarlegde, en wat heksenattributen inpakte, mijn email beantwoordde en het Silver Circle forum nog even nakeek, en vervolgens me realiseerde dat ik nog een uurtje over had. Nog steeds in spijkerbroek en oude gymschoenen stapte ik de kelder in om het water af te sluiten, om nu eindelijk de lekkende wasmachinekraan te repareren. Kraanleertjes, waterpomptang, baco, kraanvet en tape had ik al bijeengezocht. Uiteraard hoopte ik op een simpele operatie, maar mocht het fout gaan, kon ik later op de dag altijd verder werken. Helaas moest de hele kraan er wel af omdat er anders niet goed aan viel te werken. Maar na vervanging van het leertje en het terugplaatsen van de kraan, met veel tape (na drie keer proberen) werkte alles weer normaal en was de lekkage verholpen. EUR 49,00 voorrijkosten ex. BTW kon ik in mijn zak steken, yesss!

Nadat ik me verder klaar had gemaakt en de heksenspulletjes in de auto had geladen konden we vertrekken. Mijn partner-in-crime, Flora, was inmiddels aangekomen. Zij had er al anderhalf uur file-rijden op zitten, ik mocht de komende anderhalf uur naar Venlo doen. De reis was niet echt spannend, heerlijk om weer bij te praten, maar het was wel druk op de weg, en druilerig grijs motregenweer. Het was de feitelijke datum van Hallowe’en maar de voorspelde storm liet nog op zich wachten. En natuurlijk waren we te laat. De vorige keer had ik in een uur en een kwartier naar Venlo gereden. Nee, je wilt niet weten hoe hard dat was. Maar vanwege de drukte lukte dat van geen kanten vandaag. Gelukkig was er een half uur speling tussen de ontvangst van de gasten, en het begin van de show in Venlo, en zo kwamen we toch nog om tien voor twaalf aan, twintig minuten te laat maar ruim op tijd voor het begin van de [image: image64.jpg]


perspresentatie om 12.00.
Het museumcafé was leuk versierd met grote spinnewebben, kaarsen, allerlei Hallowe’en-attributen, en twee schoolklassen 8-10 jarigen zaten al vol verwachting luid kwebbelend aan de tafels. Allemaal uitgedost als heksen natuurlijk! Want de perspresentatie was een combinatie van presentatie en heksenlunch, compleet met heksensoep! En tussen de tafels door liepen vier camera-crews en diverse interviewers en fotografen, van landelijke en regionale media.

De presentatie begon met een welkomstwoord van Sef Derkx die nauw betrokken is bij dit hele evenement, en een korte introductiefilm over wat het winkelpubliek zoals denkt bij het woord heks. Daarna volgde een mooi geacteerde monoloog van Kees Verbeek. In eenvoudig middeleeuws gewaad en met een groot boek als requisiet vertelde hij de kinderen op humoristische, maar soms ook heel indringende wijze, hoe het heeft kunnen gebeuren dat er in Roermond aan het begin van de 17e eeuw nog 64 heksen ter dood zijn veroordeeld, en verbrand.

Na een kort intermezzo waarin de soep werd opgediend, was het de beurt aan de moderne heksen, de heksen van nu, om iets over hun hekserij te vertellen. In de vorm van een interview, en via vragen die de kinderen rechtstreeks konden stellen, hebben Flora en ik geprobeerd iets over te brengen. Over hoe je een heks wordt. Over hoe ik dat van anderen heb geleerd, en hoe Flora door mij is opgeleid. Over dat je de hekserij dus inderdaad van iemand anders moet leren. Dat kinderen dan onvermijdelijk ook vragen van welk voetbalteam je fan bent, en of je op een bezem ook kunt vliegen, wat een heks eet, en of je als heks kinderen haat, hoort er natuurlijk bij. Maar veel vragen gingen ook over hoe je heks wordt, en hoe toveren werkt. 

Je merkt dat de kinderen erg in de Harry Potter sfeer zitten, meer zelfs dan in de sprookjes-sfeer die ik vanuit mijn eigen jeugd ken. Wat ik ook merkte is dat ik het heel erg moeilijk vond om de dingen op een manier te zeggen die kinderen kunnen begrijpen, en die ze aanspreekt. Want daarvoor moet ik juist de dingen die ik zelf belangrijk vind, het aspect van religie, de spirituele ontwikkelingsweg, de zoektocht naar de heks in jezelf, allemaal laten liggen. De Moderne Hekserij wordt in de media vaak afgebeeld als een hype voor tieners, en ik merkte dat ik daar nu zelf aan mee deed. Dat deed ik uit respect voor het karakter van de presentatie, die echt voor kinderen was opgezet, zeker wel, en het was beslist leuk om op die onbevangen kindervragen in te gaan, maar toch ook met enigszins gemengde gevoelens omdat de kern waar het voor mijzelf om draait, niet aan bod kwam.

Daarna volgde een reeks van interviews door de diverse camera-ploegen. Het eerste interview dwaalde al direct af naar de serieuze kant van de Moderne Hekserij, de religie, de spirituele kant, en dat moest dus ook prompt overnieuw. “Helaas”, zo vond de cameraman, “we maken een item voor kinderen, dan kan ik niet met religie aan komen zetten, sorry”. Dat is uiteraard best te begrijpen en dus deden Flora en ik het opnieuw. Onze antwoorden waren wel beduidend korter - maar misschien ook meer to-the-point, wie zal het zeggen? Daarna raakten we elkaar kwijt. Flora deed nog een paar interviews en ik deed er ook nog één waar ik wél iets meer kon zeggen over wat wicca nu eigenlijk is. Ondertussen was voor de kinderen de lunch aan de gang, en na alle interviews konden wij eindelijk ook aanschuiven!

Ondertussen ging de presentatie verder. Er kwam nog een curator van het museum die een aantal authentieke folterinstrumenten liet zien. En we hadden via persberichten al gehoord dat de burgemeester van Roermond aanwezig zou zijn. Wel, die had belet maar hij had zijn wethouder gestuurd. En deze verhaalde nogmaals over de 64 heksen die vierhonderd jaar voorheen, rond 1613, waren schuldig bevonden en verbrand. Hij toonde een authentiek exemplaar van het Malleus Maleficarum, dat in Roermond in die tijd was gebruikt om de heksen te veroordelen. En ofschoon het in zoveel woorden niet om een echt excuus ging, was het volslagen duidelijk dat de gemeente Roermond deze dag, Hallowe’en, en deze gelegenheid, een perspresentatie voor een tentoonstelling over heksen, aan wilde grijpen om de hand in eigen boezem te steken. De wethouder noemde het heksenproces van vier eeuwen terug een zwarte bladzijde in de geschiedenis, en een treurige gebeurtenis.

Opnieuw kregen de kinderen de gelegenheid tot het stellen van vragen. Over de favoriete sport en het favoriete eten van de enigszins gezette wethouder. Oesters, yak! En denksport, dat zie je zo! Ondertussen voelde ik me aangespoord worden, ik onderbrak ik mijn lunch en maakte ik me op om, geheel onvoorbereid overigens, toch het gebaar van de wethouder publiekelijk te gaan bedanken. 

Ik weet niet exact meer hoe ik dat verhaal wilde starten of beëindigen. Soms begin je iets te zeggen of te schrijven en neemt “iets” het van je over. Ik herken het gevoel wel als het gebeurt, en het begon deze keer op het moment dat de kinderen vragen mochten stellen aan de wethouder. Toen dacht ik bij mezelf, hier wordt historie geschreven, en niemand besteedt er aandacht aan, de enigen die luisteren zijn twee schoolklassen! Hier komt een vertegenwoordiger van een stad, van Roermond, publiek excuus maken, na 400 jaar, voor de heksenjachten in zijn stad. En wij zijn hier, als Moderne Heksen, als de enigen die een beetje doorhebben wat voor tragedie zich daar, en toen, moet hebben afgespeeld. En wij zouden niet inspringen, hier niks over zeggen, niet uit naam van deze onschuldigen bedanken voor dit excuus, maar dit moment in de geschiedenis voorbij laten glijden? Absoluut geen sprake van, hier hoorde iemand  op te reageren! En dus seinde ik Flora in dat ik even naar voren ging om een dankwoord te zeggen. Nadat het laatste kind zijn vraag aan de wethouder gesteld had, vroeg ik Sef of ik even de vloer mocht hebben. Hij overhandigde mij de microfoon, en dit is ongeveer wat ik zei.

Ik begon met de wethouder natuurlijk te bedanken voor het memoreren van deze heksenjacht,  en te bedanken voor het excuus dat er in feite werd aangeboden. En ik deed dat natuurlijk niet omdat ik als moderne heks afstam van de heksen die er vier eeuwen eerder in Roermond ter dood werden gebracht, maar omdat ik als mens, als Nederlander, afstam van deze mensen. Ik legde uit dat vandaag, Hallowe’en, of Samhain zoals wij dat noemen, voor ons een heel belangrijke feestdag is. Het is een dag waarop wij onze voorouders gedenken, en onze voorouders eren. Een dag waarop we ons realiseren dat onze voorouders ook idealen hadden, en daarvoor vochten, dat ze net als wij hebben geprobeerd om de wereld om zich heen een beetje beter te maken. En dat het dankzij hun werk is, dat wij kunnen genieten van al het moois, en ook van de grote welvaart, die wij om ons heen zien. Dat wij een behoorlijk prettig leven kunnen leiden, zeker als we dat met onze voorouders vergelijken, mede dankzij hun inspanningen. En dat voor ons deze dag, Hallowe’en, de dag is om daar eens aan te denken, en dankbaar voor te zijn. En dat we op een dag als deze ook terug mogen denken aan al diegenen die in hun strijd voor een betere wereld, het leven hebben gelaten. Daarbij mogen we ook terugdenken aan deze vierenzestig heksen die in 1613 in Roermond zijn veroordeeld en verbrand. Ik bedankte de wethouder opnieuw dat hij hier aandacht aan heeft willen besteden, en in feite door de publieke spijtbetuiging deze periode heeft kunnen afsluiten. Dat hiermee in zekere zin recht en eer is gedaan aan deze mensen, en deze zwarte bladzijde naar behoren is afgehandeld, en dat het open boek nu gesloten kan worden.

Ik weet niet meer exact hoe ik het verhaal beëindigde maar in elk geval werd uit de brede glimlach van de wethouder duidelijk dat hij het gebaar waardeerde, en dat hij begreep dat het excuus van de gemeente Roermond duidelijk gehoord was daar waar het nodig was. Diverse andere volwassenen waren ook blij en ingenomen met het dankwoord en realiseerden zich dat er vandaag toch een klein stukje geschiedenis werd geschreven.

Daarna begonnen de kinderen te vertrekken naar het museum. De wethouder werd nog geïnterviewd, de cameraploegen schoten nog een paar sfeerplaatjes van de locatie, en Flora en ik gingen verder met onze lunch. 

En kort daarna vertrokken we. Gelukkig had de politie in Venlo het druk, want ze hadden mijn verlopen parkeerkaartje niet gezien. En de zon scheen, het was mooi weer, aangenaam met een frisse wind. De terugreis was plezierig, het is altijd opvallend hoeveel fijner je jezelf voelt als het mooi weer is, en met goed gezelschap doen een paar file’s er niet zoveel toe. 

Vele gesprekken verder kom je dan vanzelf weer thuis aan. En jawel, terug naar het normale leven. Nog even boodschappen doen, controleren of de kraan die je vanmorgen hebt gerepareerd inderdaad niet lekt, de poezen voeren, de meegenomen heksenspulletjes uitpakken en opbergen, de email even nakijken, koken, even het nieuws bekijken – wel een item over Hallowe’en, maar nog niks over het museum – en een verslag schrijven. 

Meestal doe ik dat niet, zo’n verslag schrijven, maar zo’n enkele keer gebeurt er iets zoals vandaag. Iets dat voor mijzelf belangrijk is. Nee, het is niet wereldschokkend, en wellicht is het morgen of overmorgen al vergeten. Maar als niemand er bij stil staat, als niemand het aanwijst en zegt “Hé, dat is belangrijk”, dan is het vast en zeker vandáág al vergeten. En dat zou jammer zijn. Want die 64 heksen in Roermond, die hebben over de eeuwen heen nog best een boodschap voor ons. Misschien voor jou een andere boodschap dan voor mij. Maar het minste dat we kunnen doen, is proberen daarnaar te luisteren, door ze te gedenken op een dag zoals vandaag, op Hallowe’en, op ons Samhain-feest. 

Blessed be

Merlin Sythove

31/10/2006
Waldmeister

By Mercuria, PFI Germany

Wissenschaftlicher Name: 
Asperula odorata  oder  Galium odoratum
Englischer Name: 

Woodruff  oder  Master of the Woods

Niederländischer Name: 
Lievevrouwenbedstroo  (Liebefrauenbettstroh)

Französischer Name: 

Reine des bois  (Waldkönigin)

Andere deutsche Namen : 
-     Duftlabkraut

· Gliederkraut

· Herzfreund (Herzfreude)

· Leberkraut (Sternleberkraut)

· Maikraut, Maitee, Maiblume, Mäschtee

· Tabakskraut

· Teekraut (Waldtee)

· Waldmännchen, Waldmannkraut
Die meisten Synonyme deuten schon auf eine der vielen Verwendungsmöglichkeiten dieser Pflanze hin.

Rechtzeitig zu Beltane und den anderen Maifesten finden wir das frische Asperula-Kraut in lichten Buchenwäldern, manchmal auch in Laubmischwäldern. Es ist eine mehrjährige Pflanze, die in Zentraleuropa (bis Mittelschweden, Südfinnland, Ostsibirien) sowie Nordafrika auf kalkhaltigem Lehmboden gut gedeiht. Die Anforderungen an den jeweiligen Standort sind Feuchtigkeit, Humosität und Schatten.
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Für gewöhnlich hat (fast) jede Pflanzen- bzw. Tierart nur einen wissenschaftlichen Namen. Da die Gattungen Asperula (=Meier) und Galium (=Labkraut, gala heißt auf Griechisch Milch, da diese durch Zugabe von Labkrautsaft gerinnt) aber selbst von den Botanikern nur mühsam differenziert werden konnten, wurden sie zu einer Gattung Galium zusammengefasst.
Ich persönlich bevorzuge den Namen Asperula, da die Übersetzung der spirituellen Bedeutung der Pflanze am nächsten kommt. Der spezifische Namenszusatz odorata/um  bedeutet wohlriechend.
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Waldmeister gehört zur Familie der Rubiaceae, den Rötegewächsen.

Die meisten Rubiaceen finden wir als Holzgewächse in den feuchtwarmen Tropen,  z.B. die Chinarindenbaumarten und den Kaffeestrauch = Coffea arabica. 
Zu den vorwiegend krautigen Arten unserer Breiten gehören
· Echtes Labkraut
= Galium verum, das früher zur Käsebereitung verwendet wurde ( 100 g Blattgewebe enthält ca. 1 mg Labferment, welches die Milch zum Gerinnen bringt) und im deutschen Volksmund auch Bettstroh heißt.

· Wiesenlabkraut
=  Galium mollugo

· Kleb-Kraut

=  Galium aparine

· Ackerröte

=  Sheradia arvensis.

Wolf-Dieter Storl (s. Literaturangaben) benennt Asperula odorata als den Zeremonienmeister der Maifeste. Der Deva der Pflanze ist der Meister des Waldes und entsprechend öffnet die Maibowle diesen Wesen den Zugang zur menschlichen Seele.

Waldmeister-Gebräue sind schon aus heidnischer Zeit bekannt. Damals wurde Waldmeister unter berauschende Getränke gemischt, denn dann feierte mensch zusammen mit den Naturgeistern das Vermählungsfest der Göttin mit dem Sonnengott, was ja auch heute der Bedeutung von Beltane bzw. Walpurgis entspricht.

Wer meditativ die Wirkung von Waldmeister verfolgt wird erkennen, dass die [image: image66.jpg]


Waldgeister, Elfen und Elementarwesen spürbar näher herantreten. 

Der Maibowle werden 

· krampflösende

· beruhigende

· harn- und schweißtreibende 
Wirkungen zugesprochen, was sich insgesamt aphrodisierend niederschlagen soll, vor allem in Kombination mit einer lauen Mainacht.

Auch in der Mythologie ist der Waldmeister kein Unbekannter, da er angeblich Hexen vertreibt ! ;-)
Kühe, die nicht fressen wollten, kurierte mensch früher mit einer Handvoll Asperula odorata, vermischt mit Salz.
Als Wetterpflanze in der Zauberkräuterwelt zeigt sie baldigen Regen an, wenn sie besonders intensiv duftet.
Magische Kräfte entfacht Waldmeister, wenn hex ihn bei Zaubereien verwendet, die in Form von z.B.
· Geldzauber

· Gewinnzauber

· Zauber für Siege

entsprechende Unterstützung bewirken sollen.
Auch als Ingredienz eines Hochzeitzaubers wird er erwähnt.

Charakterisierend für den Waldmeister ist sein uns allen bekannter süsslicher Heublumenduft.
[image: image67.jpg]


Dieser ist bedingt durch das Cumarin (chemische Formel: C9H6O2), welches beim Welken der Pflanze aus einem Cumarinderivat (Cumarinabkömmling) namens Melitosid, einer nicht riechenden Zuckerverbindung, entsteht.
Cumarin verleiht dem Waldmeister seinen fruchtigen Geruch und intensiven Geschmack.

Die Eigenschaften des Cumarins und somit 
gleichzeitig die des Waldmeisters sind folgende: 

· leicht beschwingend

· lindert Kopfschmerzen

· schlaffördernd (bei nervöser Schlaflosigkeit)

· leicht schweisstreibend

· vermindert die Blutgerinnung

· hilft bei Verdauungsbeschwerden 

· krampflösend

· wirkt gegen Krampfadern und Venenentzündungen sowie Hämorrhoiden

· unterstützt die Heilung von Leberentzündungen u.a. Verdauungsorganen

Cumarinderivate (das sind chemische Verbindungen mit Cumarin) dienen in der Medizin als Bausteine für synthetische Antibiotika und Antikoagulanzien (zur Verminderung der Blutgerinnung bei Thrombosegefahr und nach Herzinfarkten).

Cumarin selbst ist Hauptbestandteil von Rattengift.
In Afrika wird Cumarin in Form von Fahan-Tee häufig getrunken, der anregend und aufheiternd wirkt.
In Venezuela wird Cumarin zum Parfümieren von Tabak und Schnupfpulvern verwendet.
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Jetzt möchte ich Euch noch ein paar bekannte, meist psychoaktive Pflanzen nennen, zu deren Inhaltsstoffen Cumarine zählen: 
· Datura (Stechapfel) und Brugmansia (Engelstrompete)

· Alraune (Mandragora)

· Süssgras

· Petersilie

· echter Tabak (Nicotiana tabacum)

· Passiflora

· Büffelgras (ist ein Wodka-Zusatz)

· Lavendel

· Chinoa (=Malariamittel)

· Ipecac (=Brechmittel)

· Färberkrapp (Rubia tinctorum, dessen brillantes Rot die Farbchemikalienindustrie in Gang brachte).
Reines Cumarin wird von der Tonkabohne ausgeschwitzt und heisst daher auch Tonkabohnen-Campher. 

Verwendung von Waldmeister

Frisch gepflückt und zu Büscheln in der Wohnung verteilt verströmt er wochenlang einen maifrischen Duft. 
Angewelkt oder getrocknet verleiht er Bowle, Obstsalaten, Suppen, Süssspeisen, Pudding, Eis und Bier sein betörendes Aroma. 
Ferner vertreibt er Motten wirkungsvoller als Lavendel und ergibt auch eine wohlriechende Räucherung, die zusammen mit Huflattich und Minze schutzmagisch wirkt.

Schon von den Zigeunern ist bekannt, dass sie sich getrockneten Waldmeister unter ihre Tabakskräuter mischten.
Er bewirkt einen sehr milden, marijuana-ähnlichen Rausch (stinkt aber beim Verbrennen).

Wenn hex das Kraut selbst trocknet, sollte sie/er darauf achten, dass die Stengel nicht der Sonne ausgesetzt sind und mehrmals gewendet werden. Sonst wird es muffig und unansehnlich schwarz. 
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In der Volksheilkunde wird Waldmeister meist als Tee verwendet. Dabei wird die Droge überbrüht und 2-3 min. ziehen gelassen. Täglich 3 Tassen davon sollen helfen bei: 
· Leberentzündung

· Wassersucht

· Neigung zu Harnsteinbildung

· Magenschmerzen

· Unregelmässiger Herztätigkeit

· Schlaflosigkeit
Übermässiger Gebrauch führt zu:

· Schwindel und Benommenheit

· Inneren Blutungen

· Leberschäden

· Kopfschmerzen
(!Nicht während der Schwangerschaft verwenden!)
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Giersch, Geißfuß

By Mercuria

Aegopodium podagraria, Familie Doldenblütler, Apiaceae
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Sobald Ihr einmal auf den „Giersch-Geschmack“ gekommen seid, werdet Ihr dieses Garten-Wildkraut nie mehr missen mögen! 
Regelmäßiger Genuß fördert die Durchblutung und entschlackt den Körper. 

Der Gattungsname  podagraria bedeutet „Fußgicht-Heilende“ 

Den Artnamen Aegopodium (=Geißfuß) verdankt die Pflanze zum einen ihrer geißfußartigen Wuchsform, wenn sie im zeitigen Frühjahr austreibt, ebenso wie den 3-zähligen, eiförmig gezähnten Blättern, die an Ziegenfüße erinnern. 

Giersch ist eines der ältesten und bekanntesten Wildgemüse und bereicherte oft den Speisezettel der mittelalterlichen Bevölkerung,  bevor Spinat im 16. Jahrhundert aus Asien eingeführt wurde. 
Das Wort „Giersch“ leitet sich von Gersele ab, was große Petersilie bedeutet. 

Weitere Namen sind z.B.:

· Hirschstapfe

· Bodenholunder, Baumtropfen

· Zipperlekraut, Gichtkraut

· Heckensalat, Pfeffergras

Die mehrjährige, krautige Pflanze kommt in fast ganz Europa vor, mittlerweile auch in den gemäßigten Zonen Asiens und Amerikas.  Auf ihre sehr vitale Art und Weise bevölkert sie feuchte, halbschattige, humose, lehmige und stickstoffhaltige Böden mit ihrer schier unverwüstlichen Lebenskraft. 

Die einzelnen Gewächse aus der Pflanzenfamilie der Doldenblütler (Schirmblütler) sind oftmals nur für Kenner auseinander zu halten, da sie fast alle mit weißen Doppeldolden blühen. Unter ihnen gibt es sehr aromatische Kulinaria wie auch äußerst Giftige, deren Unterscheidung sich sehr schwierig gestalten kann. 

Die Merkmale des Giersch, die ihn von seiner Familie unterscheiden, sind: 

· der Querschnitt des kräftigen Stängels ist dreieckig

· weder Dolden noch Döldchen haben Hüllblätter

· der typische Geruch nach Sellerie und Möhren (Erfahrungen sammeln)

· die hellgrünen, tierpfotenähnlichen Blätter (oft mit unvollständig vollzogener Blattteilung),  lanzettlich zugespitzt und am Ende gezähnt.

In der Heilkunde gilt der Giersch als ein mild wirkendes harntreibendes, krampflösendes, entsäuerndes und entzündungshemmendes Mittel.
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Kulinarische Zubereitungen des Geißfußes

By Mercuria
Der Giersch gilt in der Gemüseküche als sehr vielseitiges Nahrungsmittel. 

Die Früchte lassen sich als Gewürz ähnlich dem Kümmel nutzen. 

Die Blätter können wie Spinat zubereitet werden. 

Weil sie relativ mild sind empfiehlt es sich, sie mit kräftiger schmeckenden Kräutern wie Löwenzahn und Sauerampfer zu mischen.

Sie können ebenso als Pesto in Öl eingelegt werden. 

Ältere Blätter haben ein der Petersilie ähnliches Aroma. 

Sie geben Suppen, Saucen, Reis- und Kräutergerichten ein besonderes Aroma.

Mit ihrer schmucken Gestalt eignen sie sich sehr gut zur Dekoration der Teller.
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Wenn die Pflanze ab Juni blüht, ist die richtige Zeit zur Ernte der Blattstängel.

Sie sind ca. 1 cm dick und die groben Fasern sollten rundherum abgezogen werden. Die geschälten Stängel werden für die Salatzubereitung in feine Scheiben oder als Rohkost zum Dippen in entsprechende Stücke geschnitten. 

Die zarten, aromatischen Blütenknospen, die der Giersch ab Mai entwickelt, eignen sich bestens als Brotbelag oder als Zugabe zu verschiedenen Salaten.

Ihr Geschmack ist eine Mischung von Karotte und Petersilie und auch sie eignen sich als Antipasta-Delikatesse gewürzt und eingelegt.

Die Blüten des Geißfußes werden im Juni/Juli gepflückt und trocken gereinigt, da sie im Wasser verkleben würden – trocken bleiben sie ansehnlicher. 

Sie schmecken etwas scharf und verleihen Salaten einen leichten Farbschleier. 

Bitte erst zum Schluß beigeben, da sie mit dem Dressing vermischt wie alle Blüten schnell ihr schönes Aussehen verlieren.    

Ab August/September können wir die würzigen Samen des Giersch sammeln.

In dunklen Gläsern aufbewahrt, sind sie ein guter Vorrat, aus dem sich im Winter Keimlinge als würzige, vitaminreiche Salatbeigabe ziehen lassen. 

Giersch kann getrocknet, zermahlen und im Winter als Würze zu diversen Speisen verwendet werden.

Zudem gibt er auch einer erfrischenden Limonade oder einem Gelee ein würziges Aroma. 

Frischer Geißfuß ist eine ausgezeichnete Quelle für Mineralsalze. 

Zusätzlich besitzt er 5-mal so viel Vitamin A, 15-mal so viel Vitamin C und 11-mal so viel Eisen wie Kopfsalat.
Potenziale erkunden

Ein Bericht über die dritte Konferenz der PFI Deutschland

Es ist Freitag abend, der Vorabend der dritten nationalen Konferenz der PFI Deutschland. Offiziell beginnt die Konferenz erst am nächsten Morgen, doch das Organisationsteam trifft sich bereits am Tag zuvor. Viele von uns lernen sich dabei erstmals persönlich kennen. Ich selbst fühle mich ein wenig wie eine Außenseiterin; schließlich hatte ich niemals vor, mich innerhalb der Organisation einer solchen Vereinigung zu engagieren. Irgendwie hat mich jedoch der Kometenschweif der Begeisterung meines Mannes William für die PFI und ihre Möglichkeiten mitgerissen und an diesen Tisch in einer gemütlichen kleinen Pizzeria am Rande Dortmunds geweht. Da sitze ich nun mit den anderen Mitgliedern des Organisationsteams und einigen saarländischen Konferenzteilnehmern, die ebenfalls etwas früher angereist sind, und sehe mich all den üblichen Ängsten ausgesetzt, die ich in einer solchen Situation zu haben pflege. Ich bin kein Vereinsmensch und habe mich nach vielen Jahren zum ersten Mal entschlossen, einer heidnischen Vereinigung nicht nur beizutreten, sondern mich auch innerhalb derselben zu engagieren. Werde ich einen guten Kontakt zu den anderen Teilnehmern herstellen können? Werden die Teilnehmer es schaffen, die in Deutschland oft anzutreffende Zurückhaltung untereinander aufzugeben? Wird es zu Konflikten zwischen den vielen verschiedenen Traditionen des modernen Heidentums kommen, die sich ja alle unter dem Dach der PFI begegnen? Werden wir unsere Zeit mal wieder damit verbringen, uns gegenseitig still abzuschätzen und andere wegen ihrer Andersartigkeit in Sein und Denken abzuwerten, oder werden wir es schaffen, uns gerade wegen unserer wunderbaren Unterschiedlichkeit zu schätzen und mit offenem und herzlichem Interesse zu begegnen? Solche Veranstaltungen haben hier in Deutschland für mein Empfinden oft etwas von einem Pulverfass, von dem man nie weiß, ob es heute hochgehen oder einfach nur als bequeme zusätzliche Sitzgelegenheit dienen wird. 

Eine Stunde später befinde ich mich herzlich und lauthals lachend in einem der angeregtesten Gespräche, die ich seit längerem erleben durfte. Mein Gegenüber, Caesaja – die neue Nationalkoordinatorin der PFI Deutschland – stellt sich als fröhlicher, lebenslustiger und durchaus auch schlagfertiger Mensch mit einer gesunden Portion Selbstbewusstsein heraus, und auch der Rest des Teams scheint einander gewogen und für wohl befunden zu haben. Als wir das Lokal verlassen, wünsche ich mir, dass dieser schöne Anfang stellvertretend für den Verlauf der ganzen Konferenz werden möge. 

Für die PFI Deutschland hängt viel von dieser dritten Konferenz ab. Nachdem unsere langjährige Nationalkoordinatorin Rhianna diesen Posten zu unserem großen Bedauern aufgrund gesundheitlicher Gründe zur Verfügung stellte, kam es zu einer kleinen Führungskrise, die wir gemeinsam mit Hilfe der holländischen Nationalkoordinatorin Morgana zu überbrücken versuchten, indem wir Rhiannas Aufgaben vorübergehend auf besagtes Organisationsteam aufteilten. Ich hatte unsere Arbeit in den letzten Wochen als von einer Menge gutem Willem, viel ernsthaftem Bemühen und dem tiefen Bedürfnis getragen erlebt, die PFI Deutschland nicht einfach aufzugeben, sondern Seite an Seite durch diese schwere Zeit zu gehen. Wir wollten unseren Mitgliedern zeigen, dass es sich noch immer lohnt, Mitglied der PFI Deutschland zu sein, dass uns dieses große Projekt noch immer am Herzen liegt und wir auch über jungen, engagierten Nachwuchs verfügen, der seine Ideen mit viel Kreativität und Einsatzfreude einzubringen bereit ist. Außerdem sollte die Organisatorin dieser Konferenz, Caesaja, bei dieser Gelegenheit auch offizielle als neue Nationalkoordinatorin eingeführt werden. Sie musste sich also an diesem Wochenende gleich in doppelter Hinsicht bewähren, und ich beneidete sie nicht im Geringsten um diese Aufgabe. Nicht zuletzt deshalb, weil die Konferenz erstmalig nicht einen, sondern zwei Tage lang war. Deshalb hatte Caesaja ein Gästehaus im Süden Dortmunds gemietet, das vielen Mitgliedern, die von weiter her angereist kamen, Übernachtungsmöglichkeiten zu vernünftigen Preisen bot. 

Verschiedene Hexenläden, heidnische Kunsthandwerkerinnen und auch einige naturspirituelle Buchautoren bauten am nächsten Morgen ihre bunten Stände auf, und dann kamen auch bereits die ersten Teilnehmer der Konferenz. Binnen kürzester Zeit war das Haus mit Menschen gefüllt, und ich war überrascht, wie vielen davon ich bereits zuvor begegnet war! So kam es mehrmals zu einem unerwarteten, aber höchst willkommenen Wiedersehen. Das ist für mich eine der schönsten Seiten der PFI-Konferenz: Sie führt Menschen zusammen. Wenn ich mich mit jedem, mit dem ich hier ein schönes Gespräch geführt habe, außerhalb der Konferenz hätte treffen wollte, hätte ich durch ganz Deutschland reisen und all meine freien Wochenenden opfern müssen. 

Dann begann das Eröffnungsritual. Als wir – immerhin mehr als 120 Menschen! – in einem großen Kreis Aufstellung bezogen, überkamen mich noch einmal die Ängste und Befürchtungen vom Vorabend. Mein Blick ging durch die Runde, und mir wurde mal wieder klar, wie unhomogen unsere Bewegung ist, wie unterschiedlich die Menschen sind, die sie ausmachen. Viel Schwarz beherrschte die Runde – entweder ist das klassische Hexenbild in Deutschland immer noch sehr präsent, oder wir werden mittlerweile von einer überaus kreativen und phantasievollen Gothic-Szene unterwandert – und ich kam mir in den warmen Erdtönen, die ich trug, fast bunt vor. Außer dem hohen Alter schienen alle Altersgruppen vertreten. Einige Kinder tobten noch zwischen den Erwachsenen herum. Man beäugte sich gegenseitig sowohl abwartend als auch erwartungsvoll. Himmel, würden wir es schaffen, all diese verschiedenen Menschen irgendwie miteinander in Kontakt zu bringen, ohne sie ihrer Einzigartigkeit zu berauben? Vielleicht machte ich mir all diese Gedanken nur, weil ich bisher nur über wenig Erfahrung mit Veranstaltungen dieser Größenordnung verfügte – der klassische Hexenzirkel mit seinen maximal dreizehn Mitgliedern liegt mir einfach mehr, und in diesem Augenblick kam ich mir im Rund der vielen fremden Menschen doch recht verloren vor. 

Dann eröffnete Gardenstone das Ritual, indem er genau das aussprach, was mich die ganze Zeit  bewegt hatte. Kraftvoll rief er Tyr als Streiter für den Frieden und holte die Energie der Übereinstimmung, des guten Willens und der gegenseitigen Achtung und Anerkennung in unsere Runde. Ich spürte, wie sich tief in mir etwas entspannte. Ja, das waren Eigenschaften, die ich mir für diese Konferenz wünschte. Gemeinsam mit seinen Helfern baute Gardenstone eine Kraft auf, welche die beste nur mögliche Grundlage für ein Ereignis wie dieses bildete. 

Dann begannen die ersten Workshops. Das Angebot war vielfältig; vor allem Morganas Einführung in die Kerzenmagie fand so regen Zuspruch, dass sie ein zweites Mal durchgeführt werden musste, wozu sich Morgana dankenswerterweise bereit fand. Erstmals fand parallel zum Erwachsenenprogramm auch ein vollwertiges Kinderprogramm statt, das sich durch das ganze Wochenende zog. Das Engagement der Uhl vom Brauck verdient hier ein großes Dankeschön! Mein eigener siebenjähriger Sohn war überhaupt nicht davon angetan, dass wir für den Sonntag, den zweiten Konferenztag, ein Programm abseits des Geschehens für ihn geplant hatten und versuchte tatsächlich auszubüchsen, um wieder auf die Konferenz gehen zu können! Wenn das nicht alles sagt ...

Da mein Mann William und ich selbst einen kleinen Stand betreuten, konnte ich nur an einem Workshop teilnehmen. Wieder war es Caesaja, die uns die Grundlagen des Tribal Dance beibrachte und die allem hier zugrunde liegende Energie der kraftvollen Lebensfreude damit noch verstärkte. Überhaupt wurde viel getanzt. Am Abend schließlich fand sich eine Gruppe experimentierfreudiger Menschen zusammen, die unter Wolfgangs Anleitung in rascher Folge mehrere historische Tänze einstudierten und tanzten. Es war eine Freude, ihnen dabei zuzusehen! Als ich am Rande stand und mit einem Getränk in der Hand in die Runde der tanzenden, plaudernden, spielenden oder einfach nur ruhenden Menschen blickte, überkam mich ein tiefes Gefühl der Zufriedenheit. Bald fand ich mich in einer kleinen Gruppe von Zuschauern wieder. Mit freundlichen Blicken beobachteten und kommentierten wir die Tänzer, ohne selbst auch nur ein Bein zu rühren und fühlten uns pudelwohl dabei. Irgendjemand verglich uns schließlich mit den beiden Alten in der Loge zu Beginn der Muppets-Show. Nun, wir hatten unsere wahre Freude an dem, was uns da geboten wurde! 

Von dieser Energie getragen gingen wir in den zweiten Konferenztag. Kleine organisatorische Probleme wurden gemeinsam mit viel gutem Willen gemeistert. Die Gespräche bekamen mehr Tiefe; es war zu spüren, dass die Teilnehmer beschlossen hatten, einander zu vertrauen. An allen Ecken traf man kleine Gruppen von Menschen an, die engagiert miteinander sprachen, dann für den nächsten Workshop auseinander gingen und sich danach in neuer Zusammensetzung weiterhin mit ihren Gedanken, Ideen, Ansichten, Hoffnungen und Träumen für ein heidnisches Leben in Deutschland auseinandersetzten. Auch die Angebote des zweiten Tages fanden regen Zuspruch und boten neue Anregungen für den allgemeinen Gedankenaustausch. Für manche von uns stellte die dichte Atmosphäre, die dadurch entstand, eine echte Herausforderung dar, und auch die relative Enge des Gästehauses ließ es kaum zu, dass man irgendwo Ruhe finden oder gar alleine sein konnte. Leider konnten wir aufgrund des Wetters auch nicht ins Freie ausweichen. Andere Teilnehmer wiederum blühten in dieser Umgebung geradezu auf und schienen sich richtiggehend davon nähren zu lassen. Am Ende des Tages war die Stimmung von so viel Offenheit, Verständnis und gegenseitiger Annahme getragen, dass mir schon wieder die Nerven flatterten, wenn auch diesmal aus ganz anderem Grund: William und ich sollten das Abschlussritual durchführen, und ich konnte nur hoffen, dass die schlichte, kleine Zeremonie, die wir vorbereitet hatten, auch in der Lage war, dem hohen Maß an gemeinschaftlicher Kraft Ausdruck zu verleihen, wie sie sich hier im Laufe des Wochenendes aufgebaut hatte. Ich bin es nicht gewohnt, Zeremonien für über einhundert Menschen durchzuführen und hatte entsprechend starkes Lampenfieber. Doch auch hier zeigte sich eines der großen Potenziale der PFI in Gestalt der Gelegenheit, Neuland zu erobern und im Rahmen Gleichgesinnter neue Aufgaben und die damit verbundenen Fähigkeiten zu üben. Mit Hilfe aller Beteiligten gelang uns ein kraftvoller Abschluss. 

Überhaupt könnte der Begriff des Potenzials als Überschrift für meine persönlichen Erfahrungen auf dieser Konferenz dienen. Sie hat mir deutlicher als andere Veranstaltungen dieser Art gezeigt, welche Möglichkeiten die neuheidnische Bewegung hier in Deutschland und auch in der ganzen Welt hat. Selten zuvor habe ich so deutlich gespürt, wie wichtig derartige Begegnungen für uns sind. Wir brauchen den direkten Kontakt zueinander, um uns ständig dessen bewusst sein zu können, dass wir eben doch keine unverstandenen Einzelkämpfer sind, sondern dass die Träume, Hoffnungen und Bedürfnisse, die wir in die naturspirituelle Bewegung einbringen, einander sehr viel ähnlicher sind als wir im berühmten stillen Kämmerlein oft glauben mögen. Dass unsere Gemeinsamkeiten überwiegen, wenn wir nur bereit sind, unsere Unterschiede als Quelle der Kraft und Inspiration zu schätzen. An diesem Wochenende ist mir deutlich geworden, dass wir einander nicht ähnlicher zu werden brauchen, um eine starke Einheit zu sein. Alles, was es braucht, ist die von Herzen kommende Bereitschaft, dem anderen eine Chance zu geben, sein Fühlen und Denken zum Ausdruck zu bringen. Dann ist es ganz schnell völlig gleich, ob er derselben Tradition angehört oder demselben Kleidungscode folgt wie ich. Im Endeffekt waren alle Menschen, mit denen ich mich diesem Wochenende austauschen konnte, von derselben Sehnsucht nach Zugehörigkeit, Verwurzelung, Sinnfindung und innerer Kraft motiviert, die auch mich an diesen Ort gebracht hatte. Im Grunde wollten wir alle nur eines: Verbunden sein und dazugehören, mit all unserer Einzigartigkeit. 

Für mich war am Ende dieses Wochenendes jedenfalls klar, dass ich hier richtig bin – unter Menschen, die im Grunde genommen genauso sind wie ich, auch wenn ich hundertmal meine, ganz anders zu sein. In einer Vereinigung, die mir die Möglichkeit bietet, Neues auszuprobieren und dabei an mir selbst zu wachsen. Und nicht zuletzt eben auch, weil die PFI keine rein deutsche, sondern eine internationale Organisation darstellt, was Begegnungen noch weitergehender Art über z.B. die Teilnahme ausländischer Gäste und Referenten ermöglicht. Ich persönlich wünsche mir, von diesem speziellen Potential noch viel umfassender Gebrauch machen zu können. Denn wenn unsere Kinder Menschen anderer Kulturen als geschätze Gäste auf unseren Konferenzen erleben und von ihnen mehr über Naturreligion in anderen Nationen erfahren können, werden sie mit ziemlicher Sicherheit niemals auf die Idee kommen, diese kulturellen Ausdrucksformen als minderwertig zu betrachten, nur weil sie ihnen fremd sind. Was ich schätzen soll, muss ich jedoch zuvor kennenlernen können. Genau da bietet die PFI einzigartige Möglichkeiten, die uns bei der Schaffung einer Gesellschaft helfen können, die sich ihrer eigenen Qualitäten bewusst ist und sich gerade deshalb offen, interessiert und freundlich anderen Kulturen zuwenden kann. Einen solchen Geist der freundlichen Offenheit durfte ich auf der letzten PFI-Konferenz immer wieder erleben, und darauf bin ich von Herzen stolz.  

Lorely European Reclaiming Witchcamp
Ascoltare il richiamo del Loreley
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Gocce d’acqua, insenature, ruscelli, fiumi ​hanno origine  ognuno dalle proprie fonti in tutta Europa  e fluiscono verso il mare dalle Pianure..
L’acqua che fluisce collega la gente d’Europa.
Accanto a quelle acque c’è il Loreley, il “Witchcamp” pan-Europeo del Reclaiming. Negli ultimi tre anni il Lorely si è svolto in diverse aree d’Europa: Germania, Paesi Bassi e Francia.
Quando il Loreley “canta” per te sei sicuro di ascoltare le canzoni differenti che ti invia.
Sei mai stato in una comunità magica dove, come minimo, si parlano 7 diverse lingue ​incluso il linguaggio del corpo? Capirai tutto durante il Loreley,comunque, perché l’Inglese è la lingua del campo e la traduzione è sempre disponibile.
Le persone giovani sono benvenute.

Venite al Loreley e sperimentate l’essere tra tutti gli Dèi e le Dee con cui stiamo realmente, non ponetevi problemi sull’età che possiamo avere—le famiglie sono le benvenute! I giovani (dai 10 anni in su) sperimenteranno le loro attività magiche, mentre gli adulti svolgeranno le loro, andando in profondità e con intensità quanto vogliono. I giovani possono imparare una varietà di abilità magiche, alcune delle quali possono includere il lavoro con gli elementi, la lettura dei Tarocchi, incontrare gli animali di potere, il radicamento, il “gettare” ecc. 
E se i giovani non sono realmente interessati a queste attività, troveranno altra magia nel costruire ponti, salire sugli alberi o altrimenti esplorare il potere del gioco. 
Tre sentieri che insegnano a camminare.
Vi sono tre “sentieri” che puoi percorrere al Loreley Witchcamp. 
-Scegli il “Sentiero Interiore” se vuoi esplorare e sfidare la tua divinità e umanità a divenire più di chi sei realmente.
-Scegli il “Sentiero Esteriore” se cerchi di conoscere la tua forza e l’attendi, rivendicando giustizia, equilibrio, amore e connessione nella tua vita. 
-Scegli il “Sentiero degli Elementi” se vuoi esplorare i doni di ogni elemento: Aria, Fuoco, Acqua, Terra e Spirito—e non aver paura di usarli!

Chi viene al Loreley?
Vivi in Europa? Vivi fuori Europa ma vuoi sostare nella terra che conserva i resti dei tuoi antenati? Non hai un collegamento con l’Europa ma vuoi incontrare le persone, saltare in questo eccitante e ribollente calderone in ogni modo? Allora vieni a sperimentare con noi, prova la magia con noi! Il Loreley Witchcamp è una chance per essere parte della Comunità Europea di Streghe con un desiderio per qualcosa di più, con un desiderio di collegarsi, con uno stimolo a costruire un nuovo mondo insieme. Ci sono possibilità che siamo noi quelli che stiamo aspettando!!!
[ par maggiori informazioni, ecco il sito del Witchcamp: www.reclaimingloreley.com]

PFI Portugal Summer Conference
30 JUNE 2007

Pagan Pilgrimage to EndoVellico at 09.30 in Alandroal (Alentejo)
Return to village at 12.30/13:00

Time to lunch and have a walk for the village or have a break.
(Remember the Summer temperature is about 40 or 42º minimum)

PFI  Portugal  Conference doors open at 15.30 Conference begins at 16:00
Ends 19:00/19:30
By night enjoy Full Moon in Alentejo, it is unique
PS it is a small country village; please avoid being drunk on the streets

SUNDAY 1 JULY 2007
At 9.30/10:00 Pagan Megalithic Tour with picnic 
included in the price (? 30 per person)
If I get authorization - it will end at the 
Barrage of Lucefecit, a sacred lake and maybe we can go into the water
PS - In Portugal public nudity is forbidden, people have to wear bikini or swimsuit

So, this is the great news, hope you and many of you can come.
I can send maps with many B&B and for hotels in 
Lisbon and I will check public transports from Lisbon to Alandroal.
However it is much better if you rent a car at 
the capital (hotel services always provide that) and make most of the journey.

Please get in touch, this is becoming hot, Hot  Portuguese Pagan Summer, yippee!!

Sounds absolutely fabulous, for more information please contact Isobel at   pfipt@sapo.pt

B*B
Morgana
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Contact us !

On a national level, each country has a National Coordinator. This is the person you should write to with all your questions and you should keep him/her informed of changes of address or e-mail! If you cannot contact your National Coordinator, you can contact the International Coordinator. 

International Coordinator: Morgana 
PO Box 473, 3700 AL Zeist, THE NETHERLANDS

Morgana@paganfederation.org

Magazine Pagan World 

Diana Aventina, Begijnenstraat 44, bus 1, 3290 Diest, BELGIUM 

 diana@paganfederation.org

Pagan Plaza 

News and members-only section, magazine Pagan World and country newsletters.

Webmaster: Sugradh. 

paganplaza@paganfederation.org
PFI main site webmaster, PFIChatlist and PFI Announcement list, Central PFI Database, programmer, PFI- the Netherlands web site: Merlin. 

Admin@paganfederation.org

PF International (Australia): Andrew

PO Box 477, Keyneton, VIC 3444, AUSTRALIA

andrew@paganfederation.org

PF International (Austria): Karen & Werner

Schusswallgasse 3-11, 1050 Vienna, AUSTRIA

Karenandwerner@paganfederation.org

PF International (Belgium):  Maya
Tuyaertsstraat 61, 2850 BOOM, BELGIUM

maya@paganfederation.org
PF International (Canada): Tiamat Shadows

252 Rundlehorn Cres NE, Calgary, Alberta T1Y 1C6E, CANADA

tiamat@paganfederation.org
PF International (Czech Republic): Jakub Achrer 

Oravská 15, 100 00 Praha 10, CZECH REPUBLIC

zahrada@paganfederation.org
PF International (France): Syd

c/o Les Ateliers du Sydhe, 46 ter rue Ste Catherine

45000 Orleans, FRANCE

Syd@paganfederation.org

PF International (Germany): Caesaja 

Adreystrasse 137a, 58453 WITTEN, GERMANY 


" 

caesaja@paganfederation.org



PF International (Hungary): Shade  

Budapest 1385, P.F. 858, Hungary

shade@paganfederation.org

PF International (Italy): Elaphe

Via Oxilia 13, MILANO 20127, ITALY
cronos@paganfederation.org

 HYPERLINK "mailto:elaphe@paganfederation.org" 
elaphe@paganfederation.org
PF International (The Netherlands): Morgana & Lady Bara

PO Box 473, 3700 AL Zeist, THE NETHERLANDS

Morgana@paganfederation.org

ladybara@paganfederation.org

PF International Portugal: Isobel Andrade & Jose Ferreira

Apartado 24170, 1250 - 997 Lisboa, PORTUGAL

Isobel@paganfederation.org

PF International (Scandinavia and Finland): Winterwillow

Idaborgsvagen 10, 117 62 Stockholm, SWEDEN

winterwillow@paganfederation.org

PF International (South America): Nero

Caixa Postal 448, Porto Alegre RS, 90001-970, BRAZIL

Nero@paganfederation.org
· Argentina 

Local Organiser: Lady Majo 

wiccaytarot@wiccaytarot.com.ar
· Colombia 

Local Organiser: Amroth_Elanesse

Amroth_Elanesse@paganfederation.org

PF International (Turkey): Atheneris & Birkan

PO Box 473, 3700 AL Zeist, THE NETHERLANDS

Atheneris@paganfederation.org (Turkey)

Birkan@paganfederation.org (Netherlands)

PF International (USA): Link

6538 Collins Avenue, #255, Miami Beach, FL 33141 USA 

link@paganfederation.org

PFI UK representative: Anders

anders@paganfederation.org

PFI Asia representative: Ikari

ikari@paganfederation.org

PF International (All other Countries): Branwen

Postbus 473, 3700 AL Zeist, THE NETHERLANDS

branwen@paganfederation.org
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